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Promoting Politics

“

Our goal is

Iowa caucuses prompt action on campus
Sally Jongsma

M

to educate
students about
the political
process and
about issues in
the campaign.
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Several hundred community people, students, and professors came to listen to and ask questions of Senator John McCain when he visited campus this fall.

DORDT COLLEGE

any colleges and universities
have a Young Republicans
or Young Democrats club on
campus. Dordt has had such
clubs in the past. But this election year’s
version has a different name: The Non-Partisan
Political Club.
“Our goal is to educate students about
the political process and about issues in the
campaign,” says student organizer Dustin
Gritters, a senior political studies major from
Pella, Iowa. He, along with others, is trying
to create a climate in which the campus
community can have a healthy conversation
about the broad range of issues that are
important for our society. One of the ways
Gritters and the club are doing this is by
bringing presidential candidates of both parties
to campus so that students can get a firsthand
idea of what candidates believe and support.
“There’s a lot of apathy about politics
and the political process,” says Gritters,
attributing some of that apathy to the length
of the campaign. And there is some cynicism
about politicians in general, he adds. But he
believes that this election is so important in
determining how we interact with the rest of
the world and how we are perceived by others
that he wants to help reduce such apathy.
Bringing Republican Presidential Candidate
John McCain to campus in October helped
create the kind of atmosphere Gritters
is looking for. As a Republican, McCain
automatically draws a sympathetic audience on
Dordt’s campus, where the majority of people
consider themselves Republicans.
Professor Donald King, who teaches
political studies and is advisor to the club, says
that McCain, because of who he is, was able to
engage the audience, communicating well and
doing a better than average job of explaining
how his beliefs and values shape his stand on
issues.
“Students said afterward, ‘I kind of like him
even though I don’t agree with everything he
said,’” says King. Such candidates help break
down the stereotype that all politicians are only
willing to spout the party line. King appreciated
the fact that McCain didn’t capitalize on the
fact that he was on a Christian college campus
and only address moral issues that would be
safe in this setting. As a result conversations
about issues like the economy, climate change,
and the war could be discussed openly.
The club hopes to promote more

(continued on page 2)
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Capsules
Campolo
challenges
comfortable
Christians
Julie Ooms

O

n November 7 and 8, in
a visit that included two
lectures and a chapel service,
Tony Campolo encouraged and
challenged Dordt students to be
risk-takers for the kingdom of
God.
Campolo, one of the most
sought-after speakers in the
country, has been a guest on
multiple television and radio
programs and is a nationally
renowned preacher, speaker,
writer, and Christian activist. His
writings and talks challenge the
dominant culture and encourage
Christians to risk disagreeing
with that culture in ways that
will bring about change. At turns
funny and dead serious, his
lectures forced students to ask
themselves how they were living
as a testimony to Christ’s work in
their lives and in the world.
In Campolo’s view, the
purpose of Christian living
should be centering on Jesus
and furthering the kingdom,
not gaining status and acclaim
for oneself. “When you die,”
Campolo said in chapel, “and
they drop you in a hole in the
ground and go back to the
church to eat potato salad, will
they be talking about your title?
Or will they be talking about
your testimony?”
Along with charging students
to take risks for the kingdom
rather than living for themselves,
Campolo brought up the biblical
point that we can’t serve both
God and mammon, or, as he
puts it, “We can’t serve both
consumerism and Christ.” Our
money, our resources, and
our time must all be spent as
Christ would have us spend
them. If we claim that we want
to live in service to Christ, we
need to be willing to take risks
and challenge the values being
promoted where we live. “It’s
time the students in Christian
colleges in the U.S. stand up and
say, ‘We want change!’”
Even from
an audience
of reserved
Dutch college
students,
he got a
scattered
chorus of
“Amens!”
Tony
Campolo
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

Return on investment
Dr. Carl E. Zylstra

But I think there is a better way of
measuring what financial advisors call a
n a day when college tuition costs keep
“return on investment.” When it comes to
rising and in which the average debt load investing in a Christian college education,
of graduates makes the national news, it’s the return on the investment really ought to
not surprising that prospective students
be measured in less tangible, but no less
(and their parents) ask me whether I
real, ways.
really believe that college remains a
The first return on
good investment.
investment comes from the
I’m not one to minimize the
fact that a successful college
investment that is necessary
educational experience offers
to attend college. First of
a wider range of opportunities
all, the direct costs of four
for serving Christ’s kingdom.
years of tuition and fees are
No one needs a college degree
significant. In addition, there
in order to serve faithfully in
are what economists call
the Lord’s work, but the variety
“opportunity costs,” that
of service opportunities
is, the amount one could
expands exponentially as
have earned had he or she
educational experience
been in the work force
grows. That return on
for four years instead
investment is almost
of going to college. Add
impossible to measure before
Dr. Carl E. Zylstra
those two costs together
one begins college, but it
and you have one of the largest investments
truly does last a lifetime.
the average person will make in a lifetime. So
If students’ educational experience
the question remains: is this investment really has been successful, they should be better
worth it?
equipped for the service that Christ has laid
I could answer that question in a couple
out for them. God has blessed most of us
of ways. One is the straightforward economic with gifts for far more possibilities of service
observation that the “average” college
than we will ever be able to realize, placing
graduate will earn $1.2 million more during
on each of us the responsibility to exercise
his or her lifetime than if he or she hadn’t
the “highest and best” use of the gifts God
received the degree. Or the fact that sixty
has given us. That also means developing
percent of all new jobs being created require
those gifts to the highest and best degree
at minimum a four-year college degree. On
possible, something that Christ-centered
the surface, then, a college education seems
higher education is designed to provide.
like a decent investment, despite the high
The third return on investment is more
upfront cost.
personal for each of us. It involves increasing

I

our knowledge and understanding of both
ourselves and the world God has made. God
has provided what the Belgic Confession
calls the “book” of creation to reveal his glory
to us. What we need to do is invest in the
education necessary to read that book more
fully so that we can honor him more fully as
well. After all, isn’t that the purpose for which
God created us in the first place? If so, then
isn’t it also worth the price necessary to invest
in an education that will enable us to praise
God more completely as we understand his
world in all its intricacies more fully.
Still, what strikes me as the most
meaningful return on our investment in
education is what it does to us as persons.
If we truly have experienced effective,
biblically-based education, then we also
should have become more complete and
fulfilled bearers of the image of God. In other
words, a proper faith-infused education helps
us become what God created us to be in
the first place. And that sort of result makes
almost any investment worth the price.
To be sure, colleges need to ensure
that their own costs are justified and that
prospective students of all income levels
have access to the educational opportunity
they provide. But the bottom line remains:
whatever investment we make in our
education will ultimately be an investment
in ourselves, in becoming who our Father
made us to be and our Savior redeemed
us to become. That sort of yield may not
necessarily show up on an investment
advisor’s chart, but in the divine scheme of
things, it can result in an impressive return
on our investment.

Candidates visit Dordt's campus
(continued from page 1)
opportunities to examine issues as
represented by all candidates and, in some
cases, issues not being addressed by anyone.
In fact part of the motivation for the club
was to find ways to discuss issues that aren’t
being addressed by the candidates or the
media. Students who formed the club were
interested in politics and public policy and
excited about the opportunity that having
the first caucuses in the nation gives for
involvement in the political process. They
knew from King that, in the past,
candidates like George H. W.
Bush, Jack Kemp, Jesse Jackson,
Pat Robertson, and Michael
Dukakis among others had come
to campus. To promote crossparty conversation, the club also
hosted some of the televised
debates of each party—
although these events
don’t draw as well as
candidate visits do.
Gritters believes
that a non-partisan
club offers a way to
talk about issues
in a more civil
setting—even
if people think
of themselves as
Republicans or

Democrats.
For his part, Gritters says, he’d prefer
to identify himself as a Christian first and
then make his political choices based on
specific issues by looking at the issues and by
educating himself on candidates' positions.
As the election gets closer, the club plans to
share some of their “homework” with other
students who are interested.
King applauds the work of the club and
encourages his students to not think of
themselves as belonging first of all to one
party. Although he sees the apathy Gritters
mentions, he also believes that more of his
students today are willing to think about
issues from a non-partisan perspective
and focus on the issues instead of the
person. Based on what he reads, he says his
experience seems to match what others are
finding: students are more open to thinking
about issues and less likely to adopt what
they’ve heard all of their lives. That’s good
if they are grounded in a strong Christian
worldview and are truly interested in justice
in society, he believes.
King also acknowledges that the year
may have something to do with people’s
willingness to be less partisan.
“I don’t hear the same kind of
enthusiastic support for one candidate that
people like Reagan or Bush received,” he
says, adding that Democratic candidates
leading the pack are also less experienced.
“It will be interesting to see what the turnout

Republican candidate Ron Paul spoke to a crowd of
people on December 4, characterizing himself as an
advocate of a strict interpretation of the constitution.
He answered questions put to him by attendees.

will be at the caucuses.” He is disappointed,
though, that the Iowa caucuses will be held
this year on January 3, before students
return to campus, robbing those from other
states of the opportunity to participate in
politics at a grass roots level.

Korean exchange grows

Campus
Capsules

Julie Ooms

C

onnections between Dordt and two
universities in South Korea have
grown in the past two years, and so
has the number of Korean students attending
Dordt College. And this year, two recent
Dordt graduates traveled across the Pacific to
Kosin University in South Korea—to teach.
Adam Van Gelder and Justin Van Zee, both
of whom graduated from Dordt in May of
2007, are spending a year living and working
in Korea as English professors. Their decision,
the two young men agree, has been as
exciting as it was unexpected.
“Teaching at Kosin University is probably
the best job I never intended to get,” says
Van Zee, squeezing in responses to interview
questions via e-mail as he and Van Gelder
kept up with their busy schedules. Both Van
Zee and Van Gelder were recruited by Dr.
Jay Shim, a Korean theology professor at
Dordt College who has worked, along with
President Carl Zylstra, to strengthen the
bond between Dordt and the universities in
Korea. Right now, according to Shim, Dordt’s
closest tie in Korea is to the president of
Kosin, Dr. Sung Soo Kim. Kim spent time at
Dordt College several years ago and saw his
son graduate from here. Kim will also be the
January convocation speaker at Dordt.
“President Kim asked me if I could
recommend anyone to come to Kosin and
teach English,” Shim says. He thought
immediately of Van Gelder and Van Zee,
both of whom, as theology majors, were his
students. “They’re wonderful students, and
good, strong, clear thinkers,” Shim says.
“Why did I come to Korea?” Van Gelder
asks himself in his e-mail. “Basically, it was
the middle of July, I was working part-time
as a waiter and part-time as a gas station
attendant, and I still had no idea of what I was
going to do the coming year. Then I received
an e-mail from Professor Shim.”
Van Zee has a similar story. After
returning from the Middle East Studies
Program, where he had spent his last
semester of college, Van Zee received his
diploma and then, he says, “I put my degree
in theology to good use at my old summer
job of roofing houses while I lived with my
parents and tried to sort out the next step.” It
only took a week to decide to teach English at
the Reformed university, says Van Zee.
When asked whether they felt “called”
to South Korea, both Van Gelder and Van
Zee qualified their answers. “I wouldn’t say I
felt called to come here,” Van Zee says, “but
that it was a door that had been opened for
me, an opportunity to travel, to live with a
good friend, to experience another culture,
to explore some questions that I had after my
study abroad in the Middle East.”
Van Gelder, too, says, “I don’t know if
‘called’ is the correct word to use. I believe
that I am called to live a certain way as a
Christian. I look for opportunities to use my
passions and gifts and then try to be used in
the work that God is already doing.” Both feel
that they are being used in the work God is
doing in South Korea.
They’ve been teaching for several months
now, helping students at Kosin improve their
English skills. At the same time they are
learning more about Korea. Both Van Gelder
and Van Zee teach full-time at the university,
and they teach an hour-long children’s

Theology Professor Jay Shim recruited Adam Van Gelder and Justin Van Zee to teach English at a Korean Reformed University, and he visited them there this fall when he was in the country.

English class five days a week. According to
Shim, Van Zee is also working on Kosin’s
English website, and both teach English
Sunday school at a church on Sundays. They
live on an island called Yeongdo just off the
coast; Busan, the city where Kosin is located,
is on the southernmost tip of South Korea.
“Don’t think tropical paradise,” Van Zee
says. The island is connected to Busan by a
few major bridges but feels less modern than
Busan. “The streets are small and winding
without sidewalks, and you are always going
up or downhill.”
When they aren’t teaching, planning for
classes, grading assignments, or attending
meetings, they explore Korean culture—
mostly through their interactions with their
students.
“We spend a lot of time with students
outside of class because we’re so close in age,”
Van Zee says. Many of them are older because
Korea has a mandatory two years of military
service for men. They’ve found a way to feel
like professors in the classroom, though.
“When we first got here,” Van Zee says, “we
decided that we should grow beards so we’d
look older. It works.” Van Zee and Van Gelder
eat lunch with their students and often spend
evenings with them.
“The students have been incredibly warm
and friendly,” Van Zee relates. “Without a
doubt, they are the best part of my job.”
In the time they’ve spent with their
students, Van Gelder and Van Zee have not
only built friendships but also encountered
challenges. One is a gap in the ability to
communicate. Neither of them speaks
Korean, and because Korean schools tend
to emphasize memorization over creative
thinking, many of their students have
memorized many English words but have
never used them in conversation with an
English-speaker.
“I’ve definitely learned to speak slowly!”
Van Gelder says. “Since I can’t speak Korean, I
feel pretty limited in what I can communicate
sometimes. Hopefully God is using me in
ways that I don’t quite know about!”
Another challenge is the gap between
Korean and American culture. Both
young men have come to realize how
individualistic American culture
is in light of the communal
values of the Koreans with
whom they interact. Van
Gelder and Van
Zee observe that
while Americans
are used to thinking

primarily about their own opinions and
schedules, and being independent, Koreans
tend to think of the group first rather than the
individual.
“The cultural differences remind me that
there’s another way of thinking and seeing
the world,” Van Zee says, relating what
he’s learning now to his experience in the
Middle East. “My culture has conditioned
my understanding of the world and my
habits, and rather than being frustrated by
another culture’s way of doing things, I try
to use it as a reminder of my own finitude.
My perspective is not the only one worth
considering.” The lesson both have learned in
Busan is one of Christian humility.
The biggest challenge for those teaching
in Korea is to teach students how to think
critically, says Shim. Van Zee adds, “The
Korean educational system is based on
memorization and repetition, not discussion
and imagination.” They believe that young
people—especially Christian young people—
need to be shown how to criticize and be
creative with knowledge and thinking.
“Before Adam and Justin left, I told
them, ‘Don’t just teach English—try to teach
them how to think. Agitate their minds,’”
Shim says. Shim also spoke of the dualistic
nature of Christianity in his country, where
many people have little sense of a Christian
worldview that affects all of life, even life
outside of church. “Adam and Justin need to
help Korean Christians with the idea of ‘every
square inch,’” he says. “Every part of a person’s
life belongs to God.”
Van Gelder and Van Zee have tried to
follow Shim’s advice. “I hope God is using my
work here to encourage students, to challenge
them in their thinking,” says Van Zee. And
as they strive to help their students become
critical, Reformed thinkers as well as English
speakers, Van Zee and Van Gelder have
learned something about “every square inch”
as well.
“While apart from what’s familiar in the
U.S.,” Van Zee says to conclude his e-mail,
“we know that the family of God is bigger
than race or distance.”

Dr. J.D. Schaap, president of the board
of the Gereformeerde Hogeschool in
Zwolle, signed an exchange agreement
with Dordt during a visit to campus last
summer.

Dordt College
and Dutch
university offer
international
exchange
program

D

ordt College recently
renewed and expanded a
cooperative agreement with the
Gereformeerde Hogeschool, a
Reformed university in Zwolle,
the Netherlands. The new fiveyear agreement builds upon a
partnership begun in 2000.
“This expanded partnership
is an effort to provide high
quality cross-cultural study
opportunities for students in
Europe and North America,”
said Dr. Rockne McCarthy, vice
president for academic affairs.
In January, Dordt students
arrive in The Netherlands for a
semester-long study and travel
experience that includes the
opportunity to live with a host
family and select from several
different academic tracks:
European culture, history,
international ministries, and
international business studies.
Two nursing students at
the Reformed university in the
Netherlands will also participate
in the exchange program,
coming to Sioux Center and
participating in a four-month
internship program at Dordt
College.
Both Dordt College and the
Gereformeerde Hogeschool
are committed to offering
a Christian education that
implements and articulates a
Reformed Christian worldview.

Justin Van Zee and Adam Van Gelder have been learning many new things about
Korean culture, including Korean cuisine.

Vo i c e 3

Students
watch pigs
do the work

Campus
Capsules
Schelhaas
honored with
highest regional
theater award

Jane Ver Steeg

M

T

heatre
Arts
Professor
Jeri
Schelhaas
has been
awarded
the Region
Five
Kennedy
Jeri Schelhaas
Center
American
College Theatre Festival
(KCACTF) Gold Medallion for
2007-2008. Schelhaas will receive
the award at the American
College Theatre Festival in
Omaha in January. Region
Five includes all colleges and
universities in seven Midwestern
states.
The Gold Medallion is
awarded to one individual
in each ACTF region who
has made an extraordinary
contribution to the teaching and
producing of theater and who
has significantly contributed
to the development of the
KCACTF.
In the letter of nomination
submitted by her colleagues in
the theatre department, they
noted:
■ She mentors our freshmen
theatre students well in Acting
I and Introduction to Theatre.
These students benefit from her
perspective, professionalism,
and time. She doesn’t hesitate
to work with students on
challenging independent study
projects and often mentors
our student playwrights and
directors.
■ Jeri’s directing is notable.
Several of her productions
have been held for ACTF
(most recently last fall’s As
It Is In Heaven). One of her
productions, All My Sons,
was selected to travel to the
regional ACTF festival in
January 2004. She consistently
chooses work to produce which
challenges both our students
and community to view theatre
more seriously.
■ Jeri has also been consistently
involved in ACTF. From
mentoring Ryan nominees,
adjudicating shows, serving
as a first round judge, judging
some of the special awards, and
attending the festival many
times.
Schelhaas is retiring at the
end of this school year.
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“One-acts are a good way to tell a complete story in a short period of time,” says Professor Jeri Schelhaas. “And they
travel well, making it easy to show others what a group of actors has been able to do.”

One-Act Festival
makes for another
grand weekend
Julie Ooms

in two years, the next time the
festival is held.
or two days this past
The festival is the result
November, Dordt’s
of the combined efforts of
theatre department was
the theatre arts department
more crowded than usual. On
and the admissions office at
FESTIVAL
DORDT COLLEGE
November 16 and 17, eight
Dordt. While Ter Haar and her
groups of students from high
colleagues planned workshops
schools across the Midwest—
and helped prepare their
eighty-one students in all—gathered to share students for the arrival of the high schoolers,
their passion for theater with their peers. The admissions staff took care of the logistics.
“wonderful madhouse” (as Dordt Theatre
They found places for the students to stay on
Arts Professor Teresa Ter Haar describes it)
Friday night, set up campus tours, and made
that resulted was the High School One Act
sure they got meals during their time here.
Festival.
“I’m so appreciative of the admissions office’s
High schools in Wisconsin, Minnesota,
willingness to be creative,” says Ter Haar.
Illinois, South Dakota, Indiana, and Iowa
“They were really wonderful partners.”
sent their theater students to Dordt to
Indeed, it makes sense that the
participate in the festival. Each school
admissions office was involved, because one
came prepared to put on a one-act show,
of the reasons for the festival is recruitment.
which they shared with other students at
But Ter Haar considers that a “side benefit”
the festival. Dordt theater students also
of the weekend. “The festival is one of the
prepared a one-act play for the event. After
theatre arts department’s major recruitment
each performance, the audience of students
opportunities,” she says, “but it’s also a
responded to the show.
wonderful opportunity for both the high
“The responses they get from their peers
school and the Dordt students involved.
helps teach them to think about theater from Dordt students get to share their knowledge
other perspectives,” Ter Haar says. “It also
of theater and show leadership, while the
gives them the opportunity to talk about
high school students have the opportunity
theater with other high school students who
to meet others who share their passion for
are interested in it.”
theater.”
In addition to the one-act performances,
But the main benefit, Ter Haar says, is
the high schoolers also participated in
that both groups walk away from the festival
workshops. This year, according to Ter Haar,
knowing the work they do is valuable and
students could attend workshops on acting,
worthwhile. “We want to share the gift of
stage combat, improvisation, Shakespearean
theater with these students, and show them
dance, costume design, and playwriting.
that the work they do is as important as the
“It’s a learning experience for them, but it’s
work other students do,” she says. “They
a fun experience as well,” she says. She and
get to see how their work can affect people
her colleagues in the theatre arts department outside the theater department in their own
are already talking about what they will do
high school, and that expands their world.”

F

ACT

ost fences keep livestock out of
the cornfield: Dordt agriculture
students David Posthuma and
Kerri Ewald have put up fences to keep them
in.
This fall, seniors Posthuma and Ewald
developed a directed agriculture study project
and received a grant to feed twenty feeder
pigs to market weight. Their swine group
was free to roam in a small, unharvested
cornfield, where a diet of fresh ear corn was
supplemented by protein supplements and
trace minerals. A second comparison group
of twenty pigs with the same genetics was
being fed in traditional pens at the farm of
Dan Wilson from Paullina, Iowa, a pork
producer and member of Practical Farmers
of Iowa.
The concept of allowing hogs to graze
and directly harvest a corn crop is not a new
one, say the Dordt students. But they had to
go back to the 1920s to find studies on the
efficacy of this method of pork production.
Posthuma wrote up the project grant
proposal and originally submitted it to the
Iowa Pork Producers Association. The IPPA
forwarded the proposal to the Iowa State
University Extension State Sustainable Ag
Program, who deemed it a worthy project
and awarded a $995 grant to the project.
Upon completion, Posthuma and Ewald
will write up an economic analysis of the
activity, comparing the growth rates of the
two groups and noting the differences in
expenditures and profit margin.
Posthuma noted that the grazing method
of corn harvesting saves on mechanical and
storage costs, as well as building expense,
manure handling, and some management
time. They are using an intensive grazing
method to make certain that as much ear
corn as possible is harvested, adding about
one corn row per day by moving an electric
fence.
They bought the feeder pigs at 110
pounds and planned to feed them to a
market weight of 260-270 pounds.
Mike Schouten, Agriculture Stewardship
Center steward, is assisting the students in
administering the grant funding, which was
primarily used to purchase fencing and hog
equipment that will remain at the ASC for
future ag student projects.
David Posthuma is from Brandon,
Wisconsin, and is taking an emphasis in
agri-business. Kerri Ewald is from Smithers,
British Columbia, and has an emphasis in
animal science.
Other emphases offered by the Dordt
Agriculture Department include plant
science and ag missions. Dordt College
also offers a two-year associate’s degree in
agriculture, a pre-veterinary program, and an
engineering science major with an emphasis
in agriculture.



On the Web

For more information on Dordt’s
ag program, see www.dordt.edu/
academics/programs/agriculture/

Collaborative ag ed program
could ease teacher shortage
Jane Ver Steeg

O

fficials from Dordt College and the University of NebraskaLincoln publicly announced a cooperative agriculture
education degree agreement at a signing ceremony and press
conference on Tuesday, October 30, at Dordt College.
The new 3 + 1 articulation agreement offers students seeking
careers as high school agriculture teachers the opportunity to
take their first three years of classes at Dordt and then transfer to
Nebraska’s UN-L for a final year of study. Graduates will receive an
accredited bachelor’s degree in agricultural education from UN-L.
Because Dordt course credit hours are pre-approved for transfer,
students can complete their teaching certification in four years.
Only one institution in Iowa currently offers an agriculture
education degree—Iowa State University, and UN-L is the only
accredited program in Nebraska.
“We see this as a wonderful option for high school graduates who
are looking for a Christian college education, for a smaller more
rural campus setting, or who just prefer to make Northwest Iowa
their home for most of their college years,” said Dr. Duane Bajema,
professor of agriculture. “This cooperative agreement will serve as a
litmus test to gauge the degree of interest in this major,” said Bajema.
“It puts Dordt College in a position to move quickly and efficiently
with further developments in agriculture education if warranted by
student demand.”
Agriculture is among the top enrollment programs at Dordt
College, with six different emphases within the four-year degree, as
well as a two-year associate degree program and a pre-veterinary
program of study. UN-L’s College of Agricultural Sciences and
Natural Resources (CASNR) is an internationally recognized landgrant college with a foundation in agriculture teacher education.
Their program gives students an active role in the learning process
which UN-L believes will better enable them to retain and use their
education. 			
According to the Iowa Governor’s Council on Agricultural
Education, a shortage of trained graduates in agriculture education
currently exists. ISU Chairman Robert Martin reports that
enrollment in teacher education programs in agriculture is at an alltime low, while the demand for well-educated agriculturalists is at an

Dr. Carl Zylstra recently signed an agreement with officials from the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln to finalize a collaborative degree program that will train high
school agriculture teachers.

all-time high. He cites the retirement of baby boomers and attractive
agriculture industry career options as contributing factors to the
teacher shortage. This summer the governor’s council developed ten
action steps to revitalize agricultural education in Iowa, based on a
summit on school-based agricultural education held in March.
A national study of the supply and demand for teachers of
agricultural education was published in May of this year by Adam J.
Kantrovich, assistant professor at the Department of Agricultural and
Human Sciences College of Science and Technology, Morehead State
University.
Kantrovich’s national study estimated that in the fall of 2006,
forty agriculture education programs could not operate due to lack
of qualified agriculture teachers, and that overall there were seventyeight more existing positions than qualified teachers. He concludes,
"...we are falling significantly short on the production of agriculture
teachers and of those newly qualified actually taking jobs within the
profession.”

Julie Ooms

M



Meet some
newer staff
members
Jesse and Mary Van Essen are
the alumni house caretakers.
Jesse and Mary are both
seniors, with Jesse majoring in
engineering and Mary in graphic
design.

Film Challenge is just that
edia is a culture-shaping force,”
says Dordt communication
professor Mark Volkers. And
because media—especially visual media—is
so powerful in culture, it’s important that
Christians be involved with it. That’s why
Volkers and his colleagues began the Prairie
Grass Film Challenge, a two-year-old event
designed to get people in the area thinking
about media and how they can use it.
The Prairie Grass Film Challenge is called
a “challenge” for a reason. After receiving an
e-mail containing a genre, a character, a line
of dialogue, and a prop (all of which must be
part of their final product), participants have
forty-eight hours to script, cast, film, edit, and
submit their movies. Each team has, at most,
eight crew members (not including actors),
and it isn’t unusual for some or all members
of a team to forgo sleep in order to finish.
Even then, not every team actually finishes its
film.
According to Volkers, this year eighteen
teams registered, ten finished. By “finishing,”
Volkers means submitting what he calls a
“festival-ready film”; that is, all the actors,
composers of music, owners of filming
locations, and anyone else who may have had
a part in the film must sign a release. Often
that means that teams end up composing
original music and selecting actors long

New
Employees

Todd Montsma is the Resident
Director/Campus Ministries
Assistant. Todd has worked as a
youth leader, a residential camp
counselor, and most recently as
a teacher at Central Wisconsin
Christian School. Todd taught
art and math to grades 6-12,
and also served as technology
coordinator and chapel
coordinator. Todd lives on
campus in the RD apartment in
North Hall.
Beth Baas is the Campus
Health Center registered nurse.
Beth brings fifteen years of
nursing experience in various
roles as a staff nurse, anesthesia
resource nurse, and staff
educator in Michigan. She comes
most recently from the Orange
City Area Health System.
Lindsey Van Wyk is an
admissions counselor. Lindsey
graduated from Dordt this past
May, receiving her B.A. degree in
exercise science while minoring
in psychology.
Sandy Reitsma is an
instructional technology library
assistant. Reitsma was previously
employed at Alpha Omega
Publications in Rock Rapids,
where she served as a computer
application specialist and
academy trainer for employees.
Kevin Louwerse is a custodian
in the B.J. Haan Auditorium.
Kevin comes most recently from
Sioux Biochemical where he was
a production technician.

The first place award for this year’s challenge went to a team from the University of Iowa for “The Bear.” Second
place went to “Stand Up Twins” by the team of Dordt College students pictured.

before the start of the challenge in order to
finish on time.
“We were really pleased to get a broader
demographic this year,” Volkers says. He also
noted an amazing improvement in the quality
of films this year compared to last year. He
hopes the festival will continue growing in
popularity, particularly among high schools.
The participants in the festival, sleepdeprived though they are, tend to come out
on the other side of their forty-eight-hour
foray into filmmaking with a very positive
take on the experience. Senior Nathan
Nykamp says, “It was fun, but not easy.
By the second day, no one has had a good

night’s sleep or a decent meal. It’s also hard
to preserve creative unity between directors,
writers, actors, musicians. Everyone has their
idea about what this movie is supposed to
look like, and it creates tension. I learned a lot,
though, and I wish that I could be around to
do it again next year.”
And that’s the purpose of the challenge,
according to Volkers: learning about working
with film and working with others. “I want
students to start thinking critically about
what they consume visually. I hope students
come away saying, ‘I could be a part of the
production end of media instead of just the
consumption end.’”

Jenni Breems is a reference and
user services librarian in the
Dordt College Library. Jenni
received her master’s degree in
library and information service
from the University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign.
Dee Vander Wel is the copy
center mail clerk for the college.
She comes to the college most
recently from Pella Corporation.
Missy Mulder is serving as
the internship coordinator for
the Dordt College business
department.
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Campus
Capsules
Dordt expands
nursing
enrollment

M

ore students will be
accepted into the nursing
program next year following
expansion of an agreement with
St. Luke’s College with whom
Dordt collaborates to offer the
B.S.N. degree.
The new agreement provides
for a second cohort group (the
students who go through the
program together) each year,
beginning in January 2009. This
change opens up a total of thirtysix places for Dordt students
each year, an increase of fifty
percent over current capacity.
The expansion means fewer
students will have to wait to get
into the Dordt College program.
It also makes Dordt’s program
more attractive to transfer
students or those who decide to
start the program late, since they
no longer have to wait until the
next fall to begin their clinical
studies. Students will earn their
R.N. licensure after three years
or, for some, after two and a
half years, giving them the
opportunity to work part-time
as RN’s during the remainder of
their college program.
“Nursing is a profession
that presently faces great
needs,” observes Dordt College
President, Dr. Carl Zylstra.
“We’re delighted that we have
been able to expand our student
enrollment openings to help
meet those needs.”

Career service
is available

C

areer Services invites you
to register with our new job
service tool, “College Central.”
The College Central Network
allows us to advertise openings
as they appear and also to
present the resumes of graduates
to potential employers.
Whether you are searching
for a new job or are ready to hire
some new employees, this tool
gives full seeker-to-employer
and employer-to-seeker data.
You can locate employers
or potential employees by
job targets, business type,
geographic location, major, or
keyword searches. Also review
the latest trends in business
dress, interview tips, resume
advice and insider knowledge.
Check it out at http://
collegecentral.com/dordt . This
service is free of charge to all
Dordt students and alumni.

Vo i c e 6

Another way to do business
Sally Jongsma

S

ix Dordt business students got a firsthand look at how some Christians
do business when they attended the
Partners Worldwide National Conference in
early October with their business professors,
John Visser and Matt Mathias.
“One thing that really struck me was
that all of these Christian business people
gathered together because they wanted to
do something about the world’s problems.
These were not people who only deal with a
problem when it confronts them, but people
actively working to end problems that will
never confront them,” reflected James Kats,
a senior business administration major from
Hudson, South Dakota.
Delicia Lourens, a junior business
administration major from Orange City,
Iowa, responded “One thing that struck me
was the passion that everyone shared for
wanting to help.
“Most of the mentoring Partners does
is international, but some of the seminars
offered suggestions for how to help locally
and that got me excited. I realized that there
are things that I can be doing now, I don’t
have to leave the country. We give a lot of
excuses for why we don’t help others, but
some of the little things we can do with
minimal effort, time, or money. God calls
us to help, and we need to answer ‘Yes’ with
more enthusiasm sometimes!”
“I was reassured that not all business is
corrupt,” said Joelle DeHaan, a businessturned-nursing major from St. Catharines,
Ontario. “North American ideas of success
are not anywhere near what a Christian’s
view of success is or should be.”
The Partners Conference highlighted
many ways in which Christian businesses
and business persons can and do reach out
to assist businesses in developing cultures.
Workshops on mentoring programs and
cross-cultural partnerships punctuated
the three-day event. Students heard and
saw presentations about some of the
extraordinary events happening in Africa
as a result of work with Partner members.

Rachel Clemens, Joelle DeHaan, Andres Acosta Rozo, Delicia Lourens, Chris Kuiper, and James Kats spent their
two-day fall recess at the Partners Worldwide conference learning from Christian business people.

Similar presentations focused on Honduras
and Nicaragua where Partners team leaders
work alongside business people and farmers.
Dr. Dennis Hoekstra, the leader of Partners
Worldwide described the effort to bring
clean water to Kenya, where children
daily die of diarrhea and other infectious
diseases. He also stressed the importance of
sustainability in such efforts if they are to
have long-term effects.
Although the Dordt business students
were most struck by participants’ willingness
to help other people and businesses, the
conference, like Hoekstra, focused as
strongly on the importance of understanding
what it means to be a Christian business.
Workshops stressed having a vision that
makes faith integral to everyday routines
and decisions and consciously adopting
institutional values that direct practice.
Attendees heard about how some businesses
are putting this commitment into practice
and learned strategies for implementing
such a model in their own businesses.
Visser describes four things that go on
at a Partners conference: matching business
people in North America with those in
a developing country, giving attendees
opportunities to support businesses that

could offer valuable services—by joining
together and investing in something
important but that may be risky, offering
educational sessions on operating
Christian businesses as God’s calling, and
bringing like-minded Christian business
people together for networking and peer
mentoring.
“Business, done properly and holistically,
can legitimately be seen as the ‘best hope for
the poor of the world’,” Visser believes. He
says that students come to understand the
importance and breadth of seeing business
as Christian calling best when they see
examples like those they saw at the Partners
conference. He also thinks it provides them
with valuable models as they begin their
own businesses.
“The Christian in the business world
has a huge responsibility to use the gifts
and finances that are God’s gift to him or
her. Businesses in the developed world are
extremely blessed to be successful, and it is
their role to work with others who have less
opportunity,” says DeHaan.
Lourens adds, “We don’t have to all be
preachers and missionaries but rather be
willing to share ourselves and our skills with
the people around us.”

2006-2007 NAIA Scholar Athletes
Athletes given this
award must be juniors
or seniors, have a
3.5 cumulative grade
point average on a
4.0 scale, and must
be nominated by their
coach.
Cross Country
Connie Du Mez
Chelsea Gerdes
Ryan Swanson

Soccer
Karissa Phelps
Abbie Soodsma
Bryan Burgers
Brett Kroeze
Brandon Vander Wel

Basketball
Jennifer Alkema
Kara Karlsgodt
Lindsey Van Wyk
Volleyball
Lindsey Van Wyk
Golf
Jason Kroese
Matt Zwart 
Baseball
Craig Horstman
Softball
Elizabeth De Vries
 Amanda
Van Wyk

Tennis
Betsy Borr
Dan Heckman
Track
Jennifer Alkema
Chelsea Gerdes
Kara Karlsgodt
Abbie Soodsma
Dan De Jong
Brett Kroeze
Brandon Vander Wel

The Kuhls, who owned the century farm on which the Dordt College prairie restoration is taking place, were among the first thirty-seven inhabitants of Sioux County. They settled there in 1872. Early in its history, Dordt
purchased two other parcels of land from Harry Kuhl, and Kuhl left provision in his will for Dordt to purchase the remainder of his land upon his death.

Dordt prairie is becoming a reality
Sally Jongsma

T

hanks to a $24,000 grant from the
Iowa Department of Transportation,
work is proceeding on the planned
restoration of a prairie ecosystem on the
south end of campus—land that has been
part of the Kuhl Century Farm for many
years. The DOT grant, which comes from
the Living Roadside Trust Fund, will pay
for much of the seed needed to reintroduce
a native prairie ecosystem to the area.
On November 13, excavators arrived
at the site to create a berm and several
small ponds that will be focal points of
the twenty-four acre wetland prairie area.
This excavation work was funded in part
through a grant from the Sioux County
Community Foundation as part of a
cooperative effort to benefit the college
and the local community. It will include a
public bike path that passes through the
prairie area. Donations for the restoration
have also come from people committed
to restoring the area to native prairie
conditions.
Creating a native prairie has been a
dream of some on campus ever since the
college had the opportunity to purchase
the Kuhl Century Farm just south of
campus in 2002. In fact, senior students in
Dr. Robb De Haan’s Seminar on Creation
Stewardship (Environmental Studies 396)
undertook a semester-long research project
to study the area and draw up a plan for
such a restoration in 2005. Physical Plant
Director Stan Oordt, who manages a small
prairie on his property, has also been
an advocate of the project. The students
built on the work of De Haan, Dr. Delmar
Vander Zee, and Oordt, who have been
strong prairie enthusiasts and have spent
a great deal of time thinking about and
planning how to implement it.
“It is something Harry Kuhl would have
wanted,” says Vander Zee.
Additional funding for the project
continues to be explored, but the DOT
grant combined with the Foundation grant
has made it possible for work to begin. The
DOT grant has an interesting story behind



it. Late last summer De Haan decided to
attend the 2007 Iowa Prairie Conference
where he knew he could connect with other
prairie enthusiasts in the state and also tour
areas where prairie had been restored.
“I ran into Steve Holland from the Iowa
DOT and asked if they had any resources
for a college project,” he says, knowing that
the DOT gives funds to plant prairie grasses
along roadsides. What he learned brought
a smile to his face. Not only does the state
fund some educational projects, but they had
recently funded an educational project in
Northeast Iowa and thought it would be nice
to do one in Northwest Iowa as well. The
DOT believes that educating young people is
a good use of its resources since children and
young people are not only the leaders of the
future, but also help cultivate current public
support for such stewardship projects.
Despite a grant deadline that fell less
than a month after the conference, De
Haan tackled the application and submitted
it on July 27. On November 5, the DOT
informed De Haan that Dordt had been
awarded the grant.
“Now it’s up to us to put it together
and make it happen,” says De Haan. “The
Restoration of a Wet Prairie Ecosystem
on the Kuhl Century Farm,” a 2005 class
research project was the guideline. Students
researched issues related to soil history,
hydrology, and water quality. The class
found that the site would support several
shallow ponds and a sedge meadow. It

The dickcissel is one of the birds that frequent the
former Kuhl farm.



On the Web

For an audio version of a related
recent creation stewardship lecture
given on campus by Dr. Calvin
De Witt go to www.dordt.edu/
caldewitt

would also support upland prairie and
savanna ecosystems, along with a variety of
wildlife species.
“When you begin a project like this you
always look for a reference property with
similar conditions to replicate,” De Haan
says. “Otherwise you don’t know if your
restoration work has been successful or
not.” He and his students found such a site
in the Steele Prairie near Cherokee, Iowa,
about fifty miles southeast of Sioux Center.
As part of their research, students located
an extensive inventory of plant and animal
life observed at the Steele Prairie to help
them decide which species to reintroduce
on Dordt’s prairie.
An inventory of the current campus site
shows grasses that are not native to the area
but that had taken over after the land was
cultivated. Plants such as reed canary grass,
Kentucky bluegrass, and smooth brome
have taken over much of the area, filling in
the wetland so densely that other species
have been crowded out. Since then students
in Vander Zee’s local flora class have also
inventoried the vascular flora found on the
property.
The first stages of restoration are
the most labor intensive, involving the
excavation work, elimination of invasive
species, and reseeding of plants. Once the
prairie has become established it will take
less work, although as an isolated plot it will
need management to be maintained. This
includes getting rid of invasive species that
will reappear because they are prevalent
in the surrounding area and prescribed
burning to promote the growth of native
grasses and wildflowers. The work will be

intensive since De Haan hopes to do in four
to five years what it took hundreds of years
to do naturally in prairies in the area.
“It will look messy at first,” says Vander
Zee, cautioning people not to expect lovely
wildflowers scattered throughout the field
in the first couple of years as the transition
takes place.
The prairie ecosystem offers many
educational opportunities—both for Dordt
College students and for local elementary
and high school students. Dordt professors
expect to use the area as a lab for many
different classes in the environmental
studies, biology, and agriculture majors.
Students will use the area for projects
and directed research studies. In fact, the
Wildlife Ecology class could participate
in the management of the site as a service
learning opportunity. The Local Flora and
Ecology classes will be able to cut down the
transportation costs they currently incur
because they have to travel some distance to
study similar ecosystems.
Many other benefits and aspects of
the development need further work and
planning, and the college is committed to
including the community in this effort so
that local residents benefit as well. Although
not all plans are finalized, the bike trail
through the property will be a first step, and
the entire area will be open to anyone who
wishes to enjoy the prairie.
“This project gives Dordt College
a unique opportunity to live out its
convictions, enhance student learning, and
make an important contribution to the
larger community,” says De Haan.
Vander Zee concurs. “It’s part of a
campus resource base that extends the
classroom beyond brick walls,” he says,
noting that many colleges and universities
have developed natural areas that contribute
to both classroom learning and a broader
respect for God’s non-human creation.
“We don’t tend to look at the nonhuman creation with much respect, seeing
it primarily as a resource to exploit,” says
Vander Zee. Having such an area should help
students and community members better
appreciate the world God made.”
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KSP

CENTER PIECE

KUYPER SCHOLARS
THRIVE ON
ACADEMIC CHALLENGE

One day in November, Dr. Mary
Dengler reports, a student in her KSP
151 class came to her after class and
apologized for “hijacking” the class.
His six questions to the presenter had
resulted in a period-long discussion.
Sally Jongsma

L

ively discussions happen
on college campuses, and
they happen regularly in
KSP 151, the introductory
course titled Rhetoric and
Christian Scholarship that is part of
Dordt’s Kuyper Scholars Program (KSP).
KSP is an honors program that can lead
to an academic minor on a student’s
transcript. Having students take the lead
in this class is common, and Dengler
assured her student that such in depth
discussions are just what she hopes will
happen.
“The program offers a unique
opportunity for students to challenge
themselves in several areas while
applying their Christian worldview
to these studies,” says Sarah Roth,
an English major from Escondido,
California, who is taking KSP 151 and
considering applying to the program.
“This program is driven by selfmotivation. Although the directors
give friendly reminders to stay actively

involved, individual students must put
forth the effort to make the program
beneficial to them,” she adds.
Dengler describes KSP students as
highly-motivated thinkers—often with
strong opinions—who like to talk and
read. She believes that the program
enriches a student’s undergraduate
experience by providing a theoreticallybased interdisciplinary course of study.
The program begins with a focused
study of a Kuyperian worldview and
then applies that to the disciplines
and interests of individual students. A
major goal is to help students develop
leadership skills. In the class, students
make regular presentations and engage
in lively debate and critique.
“At first I was hesitant to take the
class,” says Roth, “because I thought
it was meant to create an elitist
atmosphere. Even after speaking with
Dr. Dengler and one of my professors,
I was not fully convinced, but I decided
to enroll anyway,” she continued. “I
guess the bottom-line reason for joining
the class was the promised academic

T

Papers in KSP-151 this fall have included such topics as:
 The Doctrine of Justiﬁcation in the Catholic and Reformed Traditions
 Christian and Lakota Tribal Beliefs: a Paradox of Irreconcilable Differences
in a Civil Society
 The American Revolution: How Different Approaches to the Writings of
Locke Led to War
 Gender Language for the Holy Spirit
 Prometheus and Job: Two Approaches to Suffering
 Theory of Evolution and the Christian Religion
 Death and Life; Machiavelli and Rousseau: How Opposing Ideas Have
Inﬂuenced American Government
 Christianity and Secular Humanism: How to Resolve the Differences in a
Positive Way
 Red Threat and the War on Terrorism: Effects on American Civil Liberties

A major part of the Kuyper Scholars Program involves presenting papers to each other, written in response to campus lectures and events. Katiegrace Youngsma has participated in these seminars for three years.

challenge. The class has exceeded my
expectations. The concept of ‘Kuyperian
worldview’ as taught in this class has
prompted me to a more careful study
of the ideas around me.” She also has
learned writing, public speaking, critical
analysis, and attentive listening skills,
she says.
“The program takes you above
and beyond your normal studies
and contributes to an understanding

of topics of interest as well as some
philosophy and theology behind what
it means to be a Christian scholar,” says
Steve Mangold, a freshman engineering
major from Linn Grove, Iowa. “The
program has definitely shown me
how rigorous college work can be….
Although overwhelming at times, the
workload has helped me develop some
time management skills that will benefit
me throughout my college career.”

KSP SEMINARS

he KSP Seminars have attracted audiences of students and faculty. Held on Wednesday and
Thursday afternoons after classes, the sessions allow Kuyper Scholars to present papers
responding to ﬁlms, drama, off-campus conferences, campus issues, and lectures by visiting
speakers. Student presenters research and analyze the event they attended; those
not presenting that session respond to the other’s papers with questions
and debate. So far, this fall, KSP scholars responded to visiting
speaker Dr. Bucko’s Catholic/Anthropological work
with the Lakota Tribe and a lecture by Christian
environmentalist Cal DeWitt on “The Christian
and the Environment.” Others wrote papers
after attending a conference on ecology
at Gustavus Adolphus College,
critiqued the ﬁlm American Beauty,
Beauty
gave analyses of the Democratic
and Republican debates,
and reviewed the Dordt
production of Winter’s Tale.
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Sample paper topics

Freshman Robert Minto, a philosophy
major from Mesa, Arizona, describes
the program as basically “an honors
program taken by a group of
intellectually-fevered individuals who
want an opportunity to be advised and
instructed in a more individual and
accelerated manner.”
Although he had considered a
scholarship to the pre-law program at
Yale, he says he was convicted that he
is being called to be a minister and so
decided to go to a Christian college.
He had read and greatly appreciated
Kuyper’s lectures on Calvinism and
was eager to participate in the Kuyper
Scholars Program at Dordt.
All students accepted into the
Kuyper Scholars Program take the firstyear course in Rhetoric and Christian
Scholarship, a four-credit course
that substitutes for English 101 and
Communication 110. In the first month,
the eighteen students in the course read
from the writings of Abraham Kuyper
and other Christian thinkers to develop
a Christian philosophical framework
for their academic work, focusing on
the importance of worldview. They
write about their worldview and its
implications for their profession, the first
of five ten- to twenty-page papers they
write for the course.
Because students in the course
substitute it for English and
Communication courses, they focus
on what used to be a common subject

course title: rhetoric—using language
effectively and persuasively. Their second
paper is based on readings students do
on topics relating to government and
faith. They write a paper that uses the
comparison and contrast technique to
explore an issue they find important.
Economics, science, and psychology
are the broad focus of the third section,

speeches that are then given to either the
whole class or to small groups that meet
to discuss and critique each other’s work.
“Students really push each other,”
says Dengler, who is impressed with
the lengthy bibliographies they compile
in preparation for their work and with
the impassioned discussions that follow
presentations.

meet with fellow students to discuss
such things as campus lectures, films,
art events, conferences, and political
debates.
Many students who apply to the
Kuyper Scholars Program do not know
quite what to expect because it is not a
typical honors program. Some of them
are drawn by the $1000 scholarship
that is awarded to those accepted into
the program. Others have been part of
honors programs in high school and

“KSP knocked me right into college level coursework.
And I have already been introduced to the whole
world of extracurricular educational opportunities on
campus that are required for KSP seminar response
papers—events and lectures I would otherwise not
have been as aware of.”
Robert Minto
and its paper requires the use of cause
and effect reasoning. The fourth unit on
justice issues uses a persuasive approach
to pose a problem, discuss its causes and
effects, and give a solution. The final
paper is a film evaluation—or in some
cases, a book—that gives an analytic and
evaluative interpretation of the work.
Students choose their own topics for
their papers, following up on readings
they’ve done as a class or focusing on
topics in which they have a particular
interest. Their papers are turned into

Once KSP scholars have completed
KSP 151 they must fulfill several other
requirements for their minor. Over
their four years, they set up at least two
contracts with a professor in a core
or major course in which they do an
independent project connected to the
class. They also do another independent
or group project in which they pursue
a project not connected to a class.
And they must earn at least three
credits by writing response papers and
participating in seminars in which they

figure they’ll try this one too. For some
in more technical majors, it offers an
opportunity to engage topics and issues
they don’t have room for in their tight
schedule of required courses.
Katiegrace Youngsma, a junior
from Massachusetts who currently
is not officially in the program, says
the program gave her a good start in
her college education, and she still
participates in the seminars. “As an
engineer I spend most of my academic
energy on mathematical and technical

equations, but I enjoy being able to
write every so often,” she said.
Many students agree that the
introductory rhetoric course was a lot
of work but a good way to start their
college education. Junior Connie Du
Mez from Wisconsin who was part of
the first class in the Kuyper Scholars
Program three years ago says she didn’t
really know what to expect, but that it
has been an academic challenge.
“The independent and
interdisciplinary nature of the program
allowed me to really dig deeply into the
wide variety of subjects that interest me,
and then to discuss what I learned with
other students. I never expected that I
would have so much freedom in earning
college credit,” Du Mez says.
“The program challenged my
intellectual abilities,” says Mangold, who
plans to stay in the KSP because of how
much he’s learned already.
Rachel Koopmans, a freshman from
Chatham, Ontario, sums up what KSP
has been for her: “When other people
ask me what KSP is I usually respond
that it is a class where you do a lot of
work, get a little bit of money, and learn
a lot.”
While most students agree that the
rigor of the program has benefitted
them academically, they also credit
the work they do with deepening their
understanding of what it means to be
a Christian in today’s world. “I firmly
believe that the program is a useful tool
for shaping the children of God for
more fruitful service in his kingdom,”
concludes Roth.
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P rofile

Tom Wolthuis

Wolthuis
pens
book on
leadership
training

D

r. Tom Wolthuis has been a
strong advocate of leadership
training, both as a pastor and as
a professor. Trained in biblical studies,
he says he’s always worked to make
biblical knowledge functional—to bridge
the gap between words and action.
“In my courses I tell my students that
I’m not here just to teach them about
the Bible but to help them experience
it as a guide for their lives, asking what
difference it makes and how it will
change them,” he says.
Last summer Wolthuis began putting
his insights into study materials for the
Ascending Leaders organization, headed
by Mike Johnson (’84), a Christian
Reformed pastor in Texas. Having just
taught a class in biblical interpretation,
Wolthuis expanded on some of the ideas
he uses in class. He is focusing on how
to read the different genres of literature
found in Scripture and providing
four fundamental principles to help
leaders stay ground in God’s Word:
encountering, exploring, expressing, and
experiencing the text.
The Ascending Leaders program
material that Wolthuis worked on
last summer is now being edited for
publication, but Wolthuis says he also
used it in his introductory theology
classes this fall. Although he admits that
the format wasn’t a perfect fit for the
college classroom, it gave students an
opportunity to read it and for Wolthuis
to receive their responses.
“Leadership training has traditionally
been a strength of the Calvinist
tradition,” Wolthuis says. That tradition,
he believes, is something to share with
people from other faith backgrounds.
He also believes that it is a crucial
component in educating Christian
young people like those at Dordt College
so that they begin to connect what
happens in college with how they can
serve God, his people, and the church
once they leave here.
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F A C U L T Y news
Douglas De Boer, professor of
engineering, was recently awarded an
outstanding member
award at the award
banquet of the
Siouxland Section
of the Institute
of Electrical and
Electronics Engineers
(IEEE). De Boer was
also the featured
speaker at the event,
where he discussed
Douglas De Boer
“The History of
the Siouxland Section.” IEEE is the leading
professional association for the advancement
of technology.
De Boer has been both newsletter
editor and section chair. His technical
specialization is in communication systems,
but he enjoys all topics in electrical and
computer engineering. Prior to joining the
faculty at Dordt College, De Boer was on an
engineering team at Hewlett Packard that
worked on memory chips and redundancy
programming for a 32-bit chip-set for a
Unix workstation, the HP 9000 Series 500
computer line.
Dr. Charles Adams, professor of
engineering and dean of the natural sciences,
gave two lectures at
Geneva College on
October 11 and 12
as part of the ARIHE
(Association of
Reformed Institutions
of Higher Education)
Lecture Series:
“Beyond the Two
Cultures: A Reformed
Answer to C.P.
Charles Adams
Snow in Theory and
Practice” and “Naturalism, Nanotechnology,
and Our ‘Post-human’ Future: A Reformed
Perspective.”
Adams gave two presentations at the
ACSI Teachers Convention on November 1

in Mitchell, South Dakota: “Teaching Science
from a Christian Perspective: Parts 1 and 2.”
On November 15 he presented his lecture,
“Beyond the Two Cultures: A Reformed
Answer to C.P. Snow in Theory and Practice”
for a Dordt College Faculty Forum.
Dr. Pam Adams, professor of education,
gave two presentations at the ACSI Teachers
Convention on November 1: “Using Picture
Books to Develop a
Christian Worldview,”
and “Spelling Matters:
Using Word Walls
for Spelling, Phonics,
and Vocabulary
Instruction, and
Teaching Vocabulary.”
Dr. Ben Kornelis,
professor of music,
has been selected as
Pam Adams
this year’s recipient
of the ICDA-ICF Commissioning Project
(Iowa Choral Director’s Association and the
Iowa Conductors Forum). The $1000 award
commissions Kornelis to write a piece for
children’s choir that will be premiered at next
summer’s ICDA Summer Symposium.
Dr. Jonathon Warner, professor of
economics, presented a paper at the Free
Market Forum at Hillsdale College in
September. The paper was titled “Free
money, currency substitution and regional
currencies.”
Dr. Paul Fessler, professor of history,
participated in “The American Journey
Lectures and Concert
Series” in Quincy,
Illinois. Funded by the
Illinois Humanities
Council, the Tracy
Family Foundation,
and the Quincy
Society of Fine
Arts, Fessler spoke
on: “Melting Pot or
Exploding Kettle?
The Forgotten History Paul Fessler

of American Immigration” and served as
a panelist on “American Immigration in
Comparative Perspective.”
Dr. Calvin Jongsma, professor of
mathematics, had an essay book review
of a recent three-book Johns Hopkins
series on Science and Religion published
in the 2007 online issue of the Journal of
the ACMS (Association of Christians in the
Mathematical Sciences). “Religion and Science
at the Turn of the Century” can be found at
http://www.acmsonline.org/Jongsma-RSTC.
pdf .
Jongsma was also recently appointed to
the editorial board of the journal Perspectives
in Science and Christian Faith (PSCF), an ASA
(American Scientific Affiliation) publication.
Dr. Pat Kornelis and Professor Cella
Bosma of Dordt’s education department led
an in-service workshop on differentiated
learning for K-8 teachers at Orange City
Christian School. Building on work the
teachers had already done, Kornelis showed
the grade 3 – 8 teachers how to differentiate
using webquests. Bosma worked with the
K-2 teachers on differentiating using learning
centers.
Professor Dennis De Jong, professor of
computer science, gave two presentations at
the November 1 ACSI Teachers Convention
In Mitchell, South
Dakota. His topics
were: “Math Anxiety:
Causes, Implications,
Solutions and
Discussion” and
"Computers in
Mathematics.”
Dr. Danny
Hitchcock, professor
of psychology,
Dennis De Jong
gave two invited
guest lectures for the Graduate Program
in Counseling Psychology at Palm Beach
Atlantic University: “Causal issues in
homosexual behavior: Explanation and
Christian critique.”

Position Openings

Dordt College is seeking applications in the following areas:

To learn more about a faculty position and receive
application materials, qualified persons committed
to a Reformed, biblical perspective and educational
philosophy are encouraged to send a letter of interest
and curriculum vita/resume to:

August 2008

Dr. Rockne McCarthy
Vice President for Academic Affairs
Dordt College
498 Fourth Ave NE			
Sioux Center, Iowa 51250-1697
Facsimile: (712) 722-1198
E-mail: vpaa@dordt.edu
Web site: www.dordt.edu/offices/academic_affairs

Art: Teach introductory and upper division fine art media courses, particularly in the
areas of drawing, painting, and sculpture, including some art history.
Business Administration: Teach courses in management and/or marketing.
Applicants should have professional experience and a degree in the field; preference
given for those with ability to assist with departmental leadership and development.
Communication: Teach introductory and advanced courses; preference given to
applicants able to teach Public Relations and Organizational Communication.
Criminal Justice: Teach in an interdisciplinary criminal justice program. Applicants
should have professional experience and a degree in the field. Background in sociology,
political science, or public administration desirable.
Economics: Teach introductory and advanced economics courses within a business
administration program.
Education: Teach courses in special education, ESL, and teaching methods, and
supervise student teachers.
English (Half-time): Teach introductory writing and literature courses. Interest and
experience in journalism, film history and theory, or screenwriting would be helpful.
History: Teach the first half of Western Culture and the World (core), upper-level
American and/or European history courses, with ability to teach a non-Western survey
course.
Physics/Astronomy: Teach introductory and advanced courses.
Psychology (Possible): Teach introductory and advanced research-focused courses
(e.g., Learning, Biopsychology, I/O, Statistics).
Soccer Coach/Sports Information Director: Combination coach (men’s and
women’s soccer) and sports information director or teaching in an academic discipline.

D O R D T

C O L L E GE

Dordt College is an equal opportunity institution that strongly encourages the applications
of women, minorities, and disabled persons.

SPORTS

Fall teams make way for winter ones
Mike Byker

Muskegon, Michigan, earned all-GPAC
honorable mention honors along with
Koolhaas.

Sports Information Director

Volleyball

The Dordt College Defender volleyball
team recently concluded their 2007
season with a trip to the NAIA Region
III tournament and a 32-9 record. The
Defenders started the season with a 12-1
record before dropping two conference
games at the start of the GPAC season.
Backed into a corner, the Defenders
responded with nine conference wins in
a row and an 11-5 GPAC record—tied for
fourth in the league race.
For the second consecutive season
the Defenders had to go on the road for
the Great Plains Athletic Conference
quarterfinals against Briar Cliff and for the
second consecutive season the Defenders
knocked the Chargers off and solidified
their spot in the six-team NAIA Region
III volleyball tournament. They were
eliminated after pool play, but this was the
thirteenth straight year that the Defenders
have qualified for the NAIA Regional
Tournament.
For the second time in her career, Emily
Van Voorst earned first-team all-GPAC
honors as a setter. The senior from Rock
Valley, Iowa, put up 12.6 assists and had 2.7
digs with 42 service aces for the Defenders.
Kendra Potgeter and Dorinda Hibma
both earned second-team all-GPAC
honors. Potgeter, a freshman from Byron
Center, Michigan, put down 3.4 kills per
game with a .271 kill efficiency and led the
team with 1.3 blocks per game. Hibma, a
freshman from Sioux Center, Iowa, was
the team leader in digs with 5.5 per game
and 44 ace serves. Kristin De Ronde, eight
months removed from a knee injury that
cut her basketball season short last winter,
earned honorable mention honors from
the conference coaches after leading the
Defenders with 3.8 kills per game and 1.0
blocks per outing. De Ronde is a junior
from Oskaloosa, Iowa.
Tom Van Den Bosch
completed his eleventh year
on the Dordt College bench
and has a 374-82 record
at Dordt College. He
holds the Dordt College
record for the coach
with the most wins.

Women’s Soccer

Freshman second-team all-GPAC performer Kendra Potgeter had a successful first season at the college level.
The Defender volleyball team finished with a record of 32-9.

Ben Robbins, a sophomore from Mason
City, Iowa, actually got the bulk of the
carries, rushing 131 times for 473 yards on
the ground for 59.1 yards per game average.
Joey Vander Schaaf, a freshman from
Ripon, California, showed his versatility
with 39 carries for 167 yards and also
made eight catches for 151 yards and two
touchdowns. Vander Schaaf also saw time
as quarterback for the Defenders.
Ryan Campbell, a junior from Fort
Worth, Texas, was the top pass catcher on
offense, snagging 27 passes for 265 yards—
just a shade under ten yards per catch, and
Adam Shirley, a junior from Waterloo,
Iowa, was 53-132 through the air with two
touchdown passes for 575 yards.
Defensively the Defenders allowed just
128 yards on the ground per game and
158 yards through the air. The defense
recovered 14 fumbles and made 17 pass
interceptions. Willie Smoot, a freshman
from Calumet City, Illinois, was the leader
of the defense, making 42 solo tackles and
38 assisted stops with 18 tackles for
loss. Chris Minnema, a sophomore
from Visalia, California, had
33 solo tackles and three
interceptions and was credited
with 11 pass breakups. Jake
Dykstra, a freshman from Orange
Football
City, Iowa, had 27 solo stops and
The first-ever Dordt
Fred Leyendekker, a sophomore
College football season came
from Visalia, California, had 21.
to an end on Monday, November
Leyendekker had five interceptions
5, with a 13-10 win over a junior
and returned three for touchdowns
varsity team from Northwestern
and Dykstra had three picks.
College. The Defenders ended the
Leyendekker and Smoot
season with a 3-5 record and won three
split most of the punt
of their last four games. Four of the losses
returning chores with
were decided by a total of 23 points.
Smoot averaging 13.5
Derek
The Defenders were led on offense
yards per return while
Kammerlocher
by a ground game that gained an
Leyendekker’s average
was 8.7. Leyendekker
average of 168.5 yards per game with
also
handled
the
punting
at the end of the
Derek Kammerlocher, a freshman from
season
and
averaged
35.3
yards per kick on
Colleybille, Texas, leading the way with
11
attempts
while
Nick
Sohre,
a freshman
795 yards on 113 carries for a 7.0 yards per
from
Milaca,
Minnesota,
converted
three
carry average. Kammerlocher would have
fi
eld
goals
with
a
long
of
36.
Sohre
also
had
threatened the 1000-yard barrier if not for
injuries that kept him completely out of one 34 punts for 33.5 yards per kick.
game and cut the last game of the season
Kammerlocher had eleven touchdowns
and Leyendekker three.
short for him.

Men’s Soccer

The 2007 Dordt College men’s soccer
season came to an end on Saturday,
October 27, with a 3-0 loss to the Dana
Vikings, closing the book on an 8-7-2
campaign and a year where the Defenders
were 5-5-2 in the Great Plains Athletic
Conference.
The Defenders ended the year by
winning five of their last seven games
and four of their last five to get them
back in contention for a playoff
berth in the NAIA Region III
post-season tournament. Losses
to Dakota Wesleyan and an early
loss to Bethel (Minnesota) proved
too costly to overcome in the long
point system for determining the
final two spots in the six-team
post season tournament.
Ryan Coon, a senior from
Thornton, Colorado, earned allGPAC, all-NAIA Region and NAIA
honorable mention honors for the
third year with eleven goals and six assists
despite being double and triple teamed
much of the season. The forward completes
his Dordt College career with 43 career
goals and 106 career points, good for ninth
and eighth respectively.
Dan Koolhaas, a senior from Escalon,
California, had five goals and four assists
this season—second on the team in both
categories and played in all 17 games.
Brandon Vander Wel, a senior from
Colorado Springs, is the third senior on the
roster and appeared in five games in goal
for the Defenders this season, making 25
saves while allowing eight goals.
Dordt scored 31 goals this season
and also allowed 31. The top-scoring
underclassmen on the roster are Andrew
Wubben, a junior from Bradenton, Florida,
who scored four goals and Siam Grobler, a
junior from Red Deer, Alberta, and Darin
Keizer, a sophomore from Hull, Iowa,
who each scored three this season. Jordan
Huisken, a sophomore from Chandler,
Minnesota, spent 1315 minutes in goal,
allowing 23 goals while making 57 saves.
His goals allowed average was 1.57 per-90
minutes played. Tim Walstra, a junior from

The Dordt College Defender women’s
soccer season came to an end on Tuesday,
October 30, with a 1-0 loss to the Hastings
College Broncos in the quarterfinal round
of the NAIA Regional tournament.
The Defenders closed a 10-7-1 season
and were 7-4-1 in the Great Plains Athletic
Conference—a tie for fifth place. The
Defenders won three in a row to end their
regular season and four of their last six
regular season games. Kate Du Mez, a
sophomore from Brookfield, Wisconsin,
led the team with 13 goals and seven assists
and was named to the Great Plains Athletic
Conference first-team. Du Mez is ninth in
career goals with 18, tenth in career assists
with 13, and ninth in career points with 49.
Noelle Kreykes, a freshman from St.
John, Indiana, scored six goals while
Sarah Sikkema, a junior from Ridgetown,
Ontario, and Kirsten Monsma, a freshman
from Pella, Iowa, each had five goals
with Monsma also assisting on three. Lex
Elgersma, a freshman from Sioux Center,
Iowa, and Sam Foster, a sophomore from
Lindenhurst, Illinois, both had three goals
each.
Dordt College outscored their
opponents 42-27 and registered
six shutouts. Spearheading
the defense was Lisa
Groen, a senior from Sioux
Falls, South Dakota, who
was named to the All-GPAC
second team. Groen was the
only senior on the 2007 roster.
The Defenders allowed 1.46
goals per game and Rosalyn
De Pooter, a freshman from
Sarnia, Ontario, logged all
1663 available minutes
in goal for Dordt College
while making 65 saves.
Groen and Du Mez both
earned All-NAIA Region III
honors at the conclusion of the
season.

Kate Du Mez
Cross-Country

Jen Kempers, a senior from Sioux
Center, Iowa, earned All-American honors
from the NAIA at the national crosscountry meet held in Kenosha, Wisconsin
on Saturday, November 17.
Kempers finished 17th overall in the
event with a time of 18:14.70 over the 5,000
meter course and was part of a group of six
runners that placed 13th through 18th and
were within three seconds of each other.
NAIA All-American honors are awarded to
the top thirty runners at the national meet.
Joel De Haan, a senior from Wayland,
Michigan, missed out on a berth at the
national meet by the slimmest of margins
at the NAIA Region III meet. De Haan
clocked a time of 26:16.90 at the Region III
meet and finished 18th in the 8,000 meter
race. The top seven individual finishers not
on a national meet-qualifying team were
awarded at large berths for the meet. The
last runner taken had a time of 26:15.98.
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Campus
Capsules
Phonathon
callers do as
they ask

A

nnual fund director Barb
Mellema felt the fruits of
her work in a rewarding way
last semester. Mellema, who
works with students callers each
weeknight during the semester
reminds her callers to encourage
young alumni to begin giving
even if they can't afford a large
gift.
Instead of buying her a
Christmas gift as in years past,
the forty-seven students in the
Phone Room presented her with
a gift total of $180 to the Dordt
College Fund, beginning their
own giving to the college.
“This gift lets me know that
they believe in the work they
are doing for the college, and
they understand that my heart is
in my work too. We have great
students here at Dordt,” says
Mellema.

Named
Scholarship
Recipients
(Continued from previous issue)
Mildred M. Dupon Memorial Music
Education Scholarship
Timothy Van Voorst
Minnie J. Dahm Organ Education
Scholarship
Karyn Regnerus
Minnie Julia Dahm Premedical
Scholarship
Jessica De Boer
Andrea Senneker
MTC Foundation Scholarship
Benjamin Dirksen
Dorinda Hibma
Joy Horstman
Melissa Hulstein
Joshua Koedam
Hillary Marra
Danielle Roos
Andrew Sybesma
Scott Van Voorst
Eric Vande Griend
Autumn Vande Kamp
Matthew Zwart
Nick R. Van Til Scholarship
Dayna Vreeken
Nick Verbrugge International Student
Scholarship
Rebeca Aquino
Oostra, Bierma, Van Engen P.L.C.
Prelaw Scholarship
Connie Du Mez
Pella Business Scholarship
Trisha Fynaardt
Pella Engineering Scholarship
Peter Hondred
Presidential Grant for Future Leaders
Travis Mulder
Monica Vander Lugt
(Continued on following page)
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FROM THE DEVELOPMENT OFFICE

A Case for Boasting
John Baas

Vice President for College Advancement

D

Zero. At Dordt students not only get to
learn directly from outstanding professors,
they’re also likely to grab a cup of
coffee with them or have Sunday
dinner at their house. Similarly,
students at schools with larger
enrollments may get to know
only the students they live with
and perhaps the students who
share their major. The college
experience can easily become
academically and socially
insular and parochial. At
Dordt, students become part
of a close-knit community of
people who know each other
and care for each other across
cultures, across professions,
and across generations.
Dordt’s size is an asset, not a liability.

ordt College may seem
like a quiet, little college
in a placid small town
amidst the Iowa cornfields.
Our place and youth, along
with our Christian ethos, have
taught us to be modest. “If you
let someone else blow your horn,
the sound carries twice as
far,” and “Don’t break your
arm patting yourself on the
back,” are a couple of sayings
I remember from my youth
and that describe many who
John Baas
share Dordt’s heritage. We’re
cautioned against pride and
taught that modesty is a virtue. And in many
respects, this is as it should be. Proverbs tells
us that pride comes before a fall.
But a fixation with modesty and humility
can also make people timid, lack courage,
and minimize the gifts God has given them
to share with others. The same can be said of
Dordt College. Modesty can unconsciously
make us act as if we’re ordinary or invisible.
To people who don’t already know us, we
shouldn’t act as if there is no good reason
why they should have heard about or be
interested in Dordt College.
Such modesty is misplaced. Being too
persistently humble can lead us to behave
as if we aren’t capable of improving and
having an impact on the larger world. Our
modesty can get in the way of aspiration—
including the aspiration to serve God and
his kingdom!
The apostle Paul, in II Corinthians,
boasts confidently in the Lord. Similarly,
while we should be modest about our own
efforts, Dordt College should confidently
revel in God and the work of his kingdom to
which we are called.
Among the many things that make this
institution remarkable, I’d like to highlight
three.

2. Location: Let’s be honest, many of
us have a completely outdated notion of
the importance of physical proximity. As
recently as ten to twenty years ago, if you
needed goods, services, entertainment,
or information, the process and the
transaction had to be physical. Need a book
for research? You had to go to the library
and dig through the stacks. Want to buy a
stereo? You had to go to the electronics store,
buy it and haul it home. Want to change the
channel? You had to get up and turn the
knob. Want to make a phone call? You had
to walk to the phone on the wall or down the
hall. All of these activities are wildly obsolete
in today’s world of information technology.
The point is this: In today’s world,
suggesting that Dordt College’s location in
Northwest Iowa is limiting is as absurd as
suggesting that if you are riding in a car you
can’t make a phone call. Dordt’s location in
a beautiful part of America that combines
the best of small town rural Americana
with convenient access to the amenities and
cultural offerings of nearby cities, is another
tremendous asset that too many of us too
often under value.

1. Dordt’s size
Dordt’s size makes it a uniquely intimate and
vibrant community both academically and
in other ways. A large research institution
may boast multiple Nobel Prize winners
on the faculty. Do you know how many of
these academic superstars an undergrad
will ever see in the classroom? Exactly

3. Worldview: “For I am not ashamed of the
gospel; it is the power of God for the salvation
of everyone who has faith.” [Rom 1:16]. Any
notion that a Dordt College education is just
for “CRC kids” sells both our education and
our faith alarmingly short.
As an unapologetically reformed
Christian college we offer students more,

not less, in terms of education. Every college
and university can teach you the “how.” At
Dordt you also learn the “who” and explore
the “why.” Every college teaches the “what.”
At Dordt you also explore the “so what” and
the “now what.” Every university turns out
engineers who can build a bridge. Dordt
turns out engineers who are building
bridges in God’s kingdom. Lots of schools
produce teachers equipped to work with
second graders and prepare them for third
grade. Dordt produces teachers equipped to
prepare second graders for third grade and
in so doing teach them how they can serve
him in his world.
We want to unabashedly proclaim that a
Dordt College education and the worldview
upon which it rests IS for everyone. The
good news we have received in Christ and
that we teach at Dordt needs to be shared
and celebrated, something we are joyful and
proud to proclaim.
So please help us confidently and
vigorously proclaim our vision and work
together to carry out and expand our
mission. Those who don’t know about Dordt
College, should. Dordt’s educational vision
challenges and equips us to make a powerful
impact on every square inch of this world
that Christ claims as his own. This biblical
vision of education in service to God’s
kingdom is a great gift to be shared with
others far and wide.
This gift is an ongoing task that must be
developed and applied in today’s cultural
context. Imagine the powerful new ways
God can use us as new opportunities arise
in this rapidly changing world. We want
to work in partnership to carry out this
task: to spread the word; to support faculty
development and scholarship that deepens
and expands our learning and impact; to
provide facilities and equipment that equip
students to take on the issues of our times;
and to supply resources to help students
connect their learning to their whole lives
and discover God’s call to discipleship and
service around the world.
We are confident and excited about the
ways that God can use Dordt College. We
serve the living God and his worldwide
kingdom—that’s a big and noble calling.
With God’s help, with faithfulness to our
biblical vision, and with continued effort to
serve and contribute, Dordt’s finest days are
still ahead of us.

February 15–16, 2008
www.dordt.edu/events/alumni_weekend

KEEPING THE BALL

 Introduce the 10 members of Dordt's All-Time

Men's Basketball Team, celebrating 50 years

 Mix business with pleasure at the Alumni Business
Connections Breakfast
 Attend the heralded Talent Extravaganza

ROLLING
50

YEA
RS

 Gaze at the constellations
 Recognize the 2008

Distinguished Alumni
 View the Alumni Art Exhibit
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Alumni Council plans for year
Wes Fopma

Yet, the mission of the college remains the
same—to provide a quality educational
experience from a Reformed
can’t believe it is December
perspective.
already. January 1 will mark the
I encourage all alumni
end of my first year as Director
who have college-bound children
of Alumni and Church Relations.
who are juniors or seniors
Time flies. I’m reminded of that in
in high school to schedule a
another way, too. This year will be
campus visit, preferably during
a year of transition for me, since I
the school year. Your child
will no longer be listed simply as
can visit with faculty, tour the
an alumnus in the Dordt College
facilities, stay in a residence hall,
database, but also as a parent. My
and experience campus life.
oldest son, Kevin, will become
If you come with your child
a student at Dordt College in
to campus, let me know. My
August. It doesn’t seem that
door is always open, and I’d
long ago that I was a freshman Wes Fopma
like to visit with you too. I
moving my belongings into
enjoy hearing stories of how
North Hall and meeting my roommate from
God has been working in your life.
Corsica, South Dakota.
If trends from previous years continue,
Alumni Council News
approximately thirty-seven percent of my
In the last edition of the Voice I
son’s class will also be children of alumni.
mentioned that the alumni council would be
In comparison to similar institutions Dordt
meeting in October. The alumni council had
College ranks high for the number of
spirited discussions about alumni weekend,
children of alumni who enroll. As alumni
regional programming, alumni association
director, I’m proud of the fact that alumni
awards, and how the alumni association can
appreciated the education they received at
assist the admissions department.
Dordt College enough to recommend the
Alumni Weekend, for the 2008-09
college to their children. I can’t tell you how
academic year, will move to the fall:
much fun it is to see people I went to school
September 26 and 27. Preliminary plans
with show up on campus in August with
include a tailgate party prior to a home
their kids.
football game, a concert on Saturday
Since I was a student, the college has
evening, a banquet on Friday evening
changed a great deal, and yet it remains
to recognize the distinguished alumni, a
the same. The expanded facilities and new
breakfast with a guest speaker for alumni on
educational opportunities are remarkable.
Friday morning, an outdoor kids’ carnival
Director of Alumni & Church Relations

I

for younger children of alumni, and a host of
other activities.
Members of the alumni council also
committed to hosting at least one regional
alumni event in their area during the next
calendar year. Activities include a summer
Saturday bike ride along Lake Michigan with
a picnic, faculty presentations, receptions
after some performances of the concert choir
on the east coast during spring break, tailgate
parties at supporting Christian high school
football games, and various other activities
still in the planning stages.
The alumni council is also looking
at ways to recognize alumni for various
achievements in God’s kingdom. In doing so
we hope to encourage alumni in their work
and current students at Dordt College as they
discern where God wants them to use their
gifts. In February the alumni association will
be recognizing two alumni as this academic
year’s distinguished alumni. They are Morris
Blankespoor, class of 1966, who lives in
Pella, Iowa, and Mark Vogelzang, class of
1979, who lives in Jericho, Vermont. You’ll
hear more about these two gentlemen in
upcoming editions of the Voice.
The alumni council also heard reports
from various departments of the campus
and decided to meet twice a year rather
than once a year. Please encourage alumni
board members in your area as they fulfill
their duties. You can find your regional
representative on the alumni page of the
Dordt College website: http://www.dordt.
edu/main/alumni/resources/alumni_council.
shtml.

R.J. Dykstra Business Administration
Scholarship
Van Phoebe Tran
Ralph & Cornelia Gritters Business
Scholarship
David Vos
Ralph Jennings Family Agriculture
Scholarship
Luke Bruning
Ralph Jennings Memorial Agriculture
Scholarship
John Lindstrom
Randy Poel Memorial Scholarship
Brittany Rook
Richard & Henrika Zwart Scholarship
Emily Huston
Rick Vander Berg Men’s Basketball
Scholarship
Jonathon Ferrie
Ringerwole Organ Scholarship
Karyn Regnerus
Ringerwole Piano Scholarship
Michon Gritters
Ron & Jo Ritsema Elementary Education
Scholarship
Brian Van Zee
Rooster Booster Scholarship
Trent Geleynse
Simon and Lena Prins Memorial
Scholarship
Aaron Sandbulte
Nathan R. Schaap
Matthew Schuller
Sioux Center Municipal Utilities
Scholarship
Andrew Borger
Smith Business Information Systems
Scholarship
Janna Vermeer
Steensma Engineering Scholarship
Danielle Kelderman
Steensma Music Scholarship
Susan LeMahieu

ALUMNI NOTES
Joyce (De Vries, ’66) Tracy writes, “This year we
celebrated two milestone blessings. Our daughter,
Jill, and her husband, Murlin, have had three
grandsons in the last eight years. In January they
were blessed with a girl, Delaney Marie, who has
been a great joy to all of us. In June, John and I were
married thirty-five years. God is good.”
David and Crystal (Holtrop, ’87) Hodge
welcomed Grace into their home on March 1,
2007, a sister for Rachel, 2. When Crystal was seven
months pregnant she was diagnosed with breast
cancer. After two surgeries and much prayer, Crystal
is cancer free. The Hodge family lives in Glendale,
Arizona. After fourteen years as a marriage and
family therapist, Crystal is a stay-at-home mom with
her daughters.
Bryan Kooi (’87) is a leadership and human
resource coach at Harbor Consulting Group, a Sioux
Center, Iowa, based management and leadership
development firm. Kooi has more than twenty years
of experience in human resource management and
recruiting.
Haley Joy Keizer was born on September 23,
2007, to Erv and Cindy (Dykstra, ’87) Keizer, a
sister to Eric, 11, Erin, 4, and Emily, 2.
Rick and Jacki (Fitzke, ’91) Kment welcomed
Quinn Patrick, born on April 26, 2007, a brother for
Cole. The Kments live in Lincoln, Nebraska, where
Jacki is a physician’s assistant.
Jill (Visser, ’92) and Jeff Schemper announce the
birth of Aidyn Mattea, born on March 3, 2006, in
Sheldon, Iowa. Aidyn joined Treyton, 10, Chandler,
7, and Jarace, 4.
Erik (Bentham, ’92) and Susan (Jarnot, ’94)
Jarnot-Benthem announce the birth of Arjan
Hendrik, born on October 16, 2007 in Bellevue,
Washington.

Named
Scholarship
Recipients

Talsma Memorial Premedical
Scholarship
Kimberly Deelstra
Teresa Maas
Teachers for Underprivileged Children
Scholarship
Michelle Vis
Trans Ova Agriculture Scholarship
Melissa Vanden Hoek
Vander Ark Family Scholarship
Jason Hilbelink
Rachel Hondred

Members of the class of 1993 held a fifteen-year reunion this past smmer at Mahoney State Park near
Omaha. Five families were represented: Scott and Mel Wynja (Sheldon, Iowa), Doug and Carrie Veenstra
(Tracy, Iowa), Cal and Jen De Jong (Sioux Falls, South Dakota), Galen and Kim Van Roekel (St. John,
Indiana), and Brian and Jill Sipma (Lynden, Washington). Fourteen children also joined in the fun.

Joel (’93) and Cyndi (Luttjeboer, ’93) Keen
welcomed Benjamin Seth on January 30, 2007, in St.
Peters, Missouri. He joins Emma and Abby.
Gerald (’94) and Sharon (Vander Kruk, ’94)
Kodde praise God for the addition on August 1,
2007, of Salome Maria. Their family also includes
Nathan, Caleb, and Rachel. The Koddes live in
Granton, Ontario.
Beth (Kooiker, ’94) and Todd Van Baren
welcomed Andrew Gise on July 10, 2007, in Indiana.
Andrew joins Jacob and Jori, 2.
Scott (’94) and Janna Mawhinney have two
sons, Michael Allen, 4, and Matthew Levi, 2. Scott
graduated from the Reformed Theological Seminary
in 2004 and was ordained to the ministry in
September of 2006.
Dale and Valerie (Schiebout, ’94) Brown had a
baby girl, Staci Jayne, on May 17, 2007. They live in
Fort Collins, Colorado, with their four sons: Austin,

7, Alex, 5, Adam and Aaron, 3.
Timothy (’95) and Dawn Stetson announce the
birth of Logan Gene, born on September 5, 2007, in
Sioux Center. He has two big brothers Devin, 7, and
Mason, 5.
Julie (Kelderman, ’95) Crawford recently
completed a hike on the Pacific Crest Trail, 2663
miles from Mexico to Canada. While hiking through
the northwest, she caught up with fellow alums
Carole Storteboom Martin, Rod Hoekstra, and Erik
and Susan Jarnot-Benthem. “What a great time it
was!” she writes.
Tyler Patrick was born to Julie (Vander Ploeg,
’96) and Pat Krommendyk (’94) on June 13, 2007.
He joins Allyson, Brenna, and Bennett.
Stephanie (Schutter, ’00) and Darin Hoekema
(’95) announce the birth of Isaac Quinten, born on
May 1, 2007, in Bozeman, Montana. Isaac joins big
sister Kyanna.

Vander Haag Computer Science
Scholarship
Daniel Mahaff y
Nathan Mulder
Derek Raebel
Vander Haag International Student
Scholarship
Georgina Aquino
Veronica Torres-Carcoba
Etson Williams
Vermeer Agriculture Scholarship
Jeremy Brue
Christopher Garris
Ryan Johnson
Adrea Stamm
Vermeer Computer Science Intern
Scholarship
Derek Raebel
Vermeer Engineering Intern Scholarship
Philip Stam
Vermeer Engineering Scholarship
Peter Attema
Peter Hondred
Luke Schut
Katiegrace Youngsma
Viss Mathematics and Science
Scholarship
Rachel Hondred
Vogel Paint Scholarship
Rebecca Hengeveld
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A lumni notes
Amy (Kingma, ’96) and Paul Anema (’96)
announce the birth of Jackson Paul, born on
June 11, 2007, in Manteca, California. Jackson is
welcomed home by Taylor, 6, and Samantha, 4.
Spring (Younts, ’96) and Kyle Dahl announce
the birth of Lawton Richard, born on May 22, 2007,
in Marshall, Minnesota.
Chad and Heidi (Vos, ’96) Mosher have a new
son, Grant Alfred William, born on March 17,
2007, in Wayland, Michigan. He joins Kendra, 3,
and Evan, 2.
Jay (’96) and Alissa (Pluim, ’96) Schuiteman
welcomed Mia Marie, born on June 6, 2007.
Michael (’96) and Melinda (Conklin, ’96)
Flikkema’s new daughter, Sierra Brooke, was born
in Manhattan, Montana, on July 26, 2007. Siblings
are Tenley, 3, and Aiden, 2.
Jeremy (’96) and Jodi (Verhoef, ’96) Vos from
Pella, Iowa, welcomed Gabriel John on December
23, 2006. They live in Pella, Iowa, with Tressa,
7, and Jacob, 4. The Vos family owns First Light
Enterprises, a company that supplies vending
services to small businesses.
Nicholas (’96) and Jennifer (Vos, ’97) Breems
welcomed William Gerrit on May 15, 2007. He
joins Joya and Jonathan. Nick teaches computer
science, and Jenny is a librarian at Dordt.
Nick (’96) and Lisa (Dekkers, ’97) Doelman
announce the birth of Tegan Wayne on December
19, 2006. His siblings are Jayden, 4, and Thijs, 2.
Ryan (’96) and Erin (Attema, ’98) Groen
welcomed William Lucas, born on March 23, 2007,
in South Holland, Illinois.
Mark (’97) and Annette (Groen, ’97) Rip have
a new baby, Luke Jameson, born October 3, 2007.
They live in Visalia, California.
Eric Walhof (’97) joined First National Bank
in Sioux Center as the Market President and Vice
President of Business Banking.
Jeremy and Marie (Vander Stelt, ’97) Prys
announce the birth of Jared Andrew, born October,
27, 2006, in Albany, Oregon.
Chad (’97) and Tamra (Rouw, ’97) Nelson
welcomed Victoria Leigh, born on November 19,
2005, in Cloquet, Minnesota.
Barry and Jennifer (Los, ’97) Braun's son, Remy
Jordan, was born on February 16, 2007, in St.
Cloud, Minnesota, joining Jackson, 8, and Raina, 3.
Eric (’97) and Jamie (Mouw, ’98) Netjes
welcomed Drew Eric on May 4, 2007, in Sioux Falls,
South Dakota.
Chris (’98) and Jonie (Meinders, ’97) Arends
announce the birth of Benjamin Tate born on May
2, 2007, in Knoxville, Iowa. He joins twin brothers,
T.J. and Braden, 4.
Chad (’97) and Jana (Zwart, ’00) Vink announce
the birth of Josiah Lee, born on May 18, 2007,
in Des Moines, Iowa. Josiah was welcomed by
big sister, Elizabeth Grace, 2. Chad recently
accepted the position of Chief Operating Officer at
Oskaloosa Public Schools.
 Jason
Jonkman (’98)
earned a Ph.D.
in Aerospace
Engineering
Sciences from
the University
of Colorado at
Boulder with
a dissertation
titled “Dynamics
Modeling and
Loads Analysis of
an Offshore Floating Wind Turbine.” He is a senior
engineer researching wind energy at the National
Renewable Energy Laboratory near Boulder,
Colorado.
Deborah (Rustenburg, ’98) and William Sterling
announce the birth of Emily Amanda, born on
October 3, 2007, in Upland, California. Big sister,
Abby, loves the new addition!
David and Alicia (Nugteren, ’98) Admiraal

Vo i c e 1 4

welcomed Clara Celeste on May 28, 2006, a sister to
Joseph, 7, and James 5.
Marcia (Schiebout, ’99) and Randy Driesen
(’98) announce the birth of Alayna Ann, born on
August 4, 2007. Alayna Ann was welcomed home
by her big sister Julia, 2.
Brian (’99) and Christy Kelder had a baby,
Andrew Brian, born on September 5, 2007. Brian
works in the North Carolina public school system.
Jay and Beverly (Boersma, ’99) Van Der Hoek
had a baby boy, Eric Jelle, on June 9, 2007. They live
in Salida, California.
Mick (’99) and Koty Vande Griend announce
the birth of Joren James, born on October 7, 2007,
in Des Moines, Iowa, brother to Sofi, 2.
Eric (’99) and Kelly (Vander Veen, ’00) Van
Groningen welcomed Trey Andrew, born October
31, 2006, in Ripon, California. Trey’s older brother
is Cade.
Kurt (’99) and Mary (Schutter, ’01) Kimm
welcomed Andrew Charles on May 12, 2007.
Mark (’00) and Julie Vander Pol announce
the birth of Tytus Jamie, born on July 18, 2007, in
Zeeland, Michigan. Tytus joins sister Alexia Rae,
2. On October 1, Mark and Julie and family moved
from Zeeland to Edgerton, Minnesota.
Tami (Rinker, ’00) and Tyler Schemper (’00)
announce the birth of Mollie DiAnn, born on
October 6, 2006, in Temecula, California.
 Steven
John Droogers
was born
September 6,
2007, to Paul
(’00) and Jill
(Gorter, ’00)
Droogers.
Steven joins his older brother, Kees, 2, and mom
and dad in beautiful Wyoming, Ontario.
Jeff (’00) and Ann (Dykstra, ’00) Memmelaar
welcomed Julia Quinn, born on September 28,
2007. Brother Will loves his new little sister.
Ava Mae was born to Kent (’00) and Deanne
(Ver Meer, ’00) Breems on September 12, 2007, in
Pella, Iowa. Ava joins Tessa and Isaiah.
Jason (‘00) and Kerri (Prins, ’00) Maas
announce the birth of Kyla Klein, born on July 31,
2007. Jason is a school psychologist in the Grand
Rapids, Michigan, school district. They live in
Byron Center, Michigan.
Ed and Janet (Velthuis, ’00) Ymker welcomed
Rianna Ilien, born in Sioux Center on July 11, 2007,
a sister to Edward, 6, and Jacob, 4.
Chad and Lora (Haveman, ’00) Petitt welcomed
Joshua Allan on July 31, 2007.
Carrie Joy was born to Luke (’00) and Tricia
(Brouwer, ’00) Mulder on August 15, 2007. She
joins Abby, 4, and Molly, 3.
Melissa (Abee, ’01) and Brian Koning (’00)
announce the birth of Abigail Joy, born on August
24, 2007, in Olympia, Washington.
Jon (’00) and Catherine (van Dooyeweert,
’01) Vander Kooy announce the birth of Owen
Zachary, born on July 22, 2007, in Mount Vernon,
Washington.
Wendy (Meyers, ’00) and David Altena (’01)
announce the birth of Hannah Ruth, born on
November 14, 2007, in Orange City, Iowa.
Jeff Van Roekel (’01) was presented this year’s
Siouxland Section IEEE Outstanding Engineer
Award. Van Roekel is a senior design engineer at
Sencore, Inc., in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, working
on software engineering for embedded systems.
He is been part of a team designing software for a
professional high definition receiver decoder. Van
Roekel earned his master’s in computer science at
Colorado Technical University in Sioux Falls, where
he teaches undergraduate courses.
Joshua (’00) and Jill (Sjaarda, ’01) Iverson had a
baby girl, Anika Marie, on March 12, 2007.
Chris and Heather (Kreykes, ’01) Aaron
announce the birth of Caleb James, born August 19,
2007. He is welcomed home by Marcus, 2.

 CeAnn (Wissink, ‘01) and Donovan Draayer
(‘00) welcomed Adalyn Jae, born on July 18, 2007, in
Bedford, Texas. Adalyn was warmly welcomed by big
brother Landon, 3.
Ryan (’00) and Tiffany (Pool, ’05) Postma's
daughter, Elizabeth Hope, was born on April 26,
2007. The Postmas have moved to Nicaragua, where
Ryan is serving as coordinator for volunteer groups
who come to help build schools for Worldwide
Christian Schools. Tiffany will be communicating
with supporters and caring for their two daughters.
Andrea (Pausma, ’03)Van Wyk, Rebecca
(Schelhaas, ’02) De Vries, Allison Van Wyk (’00)
Wanaselja, Janel Kragt (’00) Bakker, and Heidi
Netz (’00) Rupke participated in the 26th Annual
5K Run for Clean Air in Philadelphia on April 21.
The five Dordt College alumni participated as team
DCDELPHINAPOLIS. Their combined 5K times
finished second in the event. Their combined time
was 1:44.21.
On October 31, 2007, Mark and Fransisca
(Veldhuis, ’01) Vander Meulen were blessed with a
baby boy, Darrin Theodore. They live in Grandview,
Washington.
Doug (’01) and Tammy (Bekker, ’01) Gorter
have a son, Isaac Douglas, born December 13, 2006,
in Sunnyside, Washington. He joins Heidi.
Felix and Leah (Kreykes, ’01) Nyangamoi
welcomed Reuben Lohapel Aaron on June 12, 2007,
a brother for Simon. They live in Harrisburg, South
Dakota.
Dave (’01) and Kelly Vander Leest's son, Landon
Jacob, was born March 24, 2007, a brother for
Mykala.
Christopher Straatman (’01) and Beth Brouwer
were married on July 7, 2007, in Churchill, Montana,
where they currently live.
Rachel (Veenstra, ’01) and Ryan Kroll (’02)
announce the birth of Abigail Ranja, born on
October 22, 2007, in Onalaska, Wisconsin.
Steve and Sara (Andringa, ’02) Runner (’01)
announce the birth of Devan Alan, born on May
28, 2007, in Coopersville, Michigan. Steve is a
psychologist at Pine Rest, and Sara is a homemaker.
Ryan (’02) and Angela (Kroeze, ’01) Visser
welcomed Amalia Grace on May 7, 2007.
Annette (Elgersma, ’02) and Mitch Beaumont
(’02) announce the adoption of Lucas John on
September 24, 2007, in Omaha, Nebraska. “Lucas
was released from the hospital at two days old during
an emotional Entrustment Ceremony with his
birthparents. We are in awe of God’s great gift to us!”
Cindy Van Regenmorter (’02), is the head of
real estate lending for all six Peoples Bank locations
in northwest Iowa. Van Regenmorter will assume
leadership responsibilities in the Residential Real
Estate Lending Department. She has been with
Peoples Bank for nearly eight years. She is a licensed
CPA.
Tricia Van Ee (’02) and Chandler Molbert were
married on September 1, 2007, in Pella, Iowa. They
live in Minneapolis, Minnesota, where they met
while pursuing graduate studies at the University
of Minnesota School of Music. Both Tricia and
Chandler are pursuing careers in opera and classical
music.
Serena (Van Beek, ’02) and Aaron Koning (’02)
welcomed Dillon Michael on September 20, 2007, in
Sioux Falls, South Dakota.
Bonnie Lynn Kooiker (’02) married Mike
Matulka on December 29, 2006, in Omaha,
Nebraska. On October 20, 2007, she was called

home following a battle with a fast-growing, rare, and
untreatable cancer.
Following graduation from Dordt Bonnie taught
Spanish and English at South Sioux City High School
for a year and at Omaha South High School for five
years. She also served as a translator and interpreter
for many medical facilities in Omaha.
Bonnie faced her cancer with undaunted courage,
says her family, giving a strong testimony to God’s
grace in her life. She lived with a vibrant spirit until
her last day. She had lived eight weeks when the
doctors had given her two. When she died she had
a smile on her face. “We would like to think she
was glimpsing the next world and anxious to be
there,” writes her mother Sherry.
Lydia Christine was born to Erika (Van Den Hul,
’02) and John Hoogeveen (’04) on October 16, 2007,
in St. Paul, Minnesota, a sister to Ezra.
Nate (‘03) and Pam (Maas, ’03) Gallaher
announce the birth of Logan Stephen, born on
September 5, 2007. Nate works for Tulip City
Agency in Pella, Iowa. Pam, who previously taught
at Pella Christian School, is now home.
John Boer (’03) received a Doctor of Optometry
degree from Indiana University School of Optometry
on May 5, 2007. John recently opened Harrisburg
Eye Care, PC, in Harrisburg, South Dakota. His wife,
Kim (Kooiker, ’03) is the office manager.
Shawn (’03) and Leah (Bleeker, ’03) De Stigter
have a new son, Landon James, born on October 17,
2007. They live in Hull, Iowa.
Ryan (‘03) and Shelly (Peters, ’03) Dooyema gave
birth to three beautiful girls on Wednesday, October
3, 2007: Addison Lee (fraternal), Emily Ann
(identical), and Hailey Grace (identical). Shelley
writes, “Dad is already drawing up plays for the
future Dordt defender girls basketball team. They
were born two months early but all are doing well.”
Nathan (’03) and Lisa (Van Maanen, ’03)
Schiermeyer welcomed Kylie Renae on November
7, 2006.
Lindsay De Wit (’03) married Jon Buchert on
October 5, 2007. Lindsay is working on her MSW at
Arizona State.
Kraig (’03) and Danielle (Bosma, ’04) Bleeker
welcomed Kyriana Danielle on September 7, 2007, in
Pasadena, California.
Leanne (Kooienga, ’05) and Eric Westra
(’03) announce the birth of Isaac James, born on
September 26, 2007 in Orange City, Iowa.
Dan (’04) and Brittany (Groeneweg, ’03)
Foreman announce the birth of James Daniel, born
on May 25, 2007, in Orange City, Iowa
Laura (Henson, ’05) and Andy Deaver (’05) were
married on July 14, 2007. They live in Omaha and
attend Creighton University, where Andy is in his
first year of law school and Laura is in her second
year of medical school.
Bethany (Haan, ’05) Van Raalte, who teaches
third grade at Providence Christian School in Cape
Coral, Florida, was recently nominated for The
Golden Halo Award, which honors Christian school
teachers in a tri-county area. She was recognized
at an awards banquet in Fort Myers, Florida. Van
Raalte was nominated by a student who said that she
brought God into every aspect of her teaching.
Myron Kamper (’05) and Andrea Van Wyk (’05)
were married on June 23, 2007. They live in Davis,
California. Andrea works as a representative for
Christian Schools International (CSI), and Myron is
in his third year of veterinary school at UC Davis.
Jason and Erin (Herring, ’05) Brown welcomed
Jaxon Xander on July 23, 2007.
Tim and Kristy (Alons, ’06) LaRoy welcomed
Joshua Timothy on December 17, 2006.
Roshelle (Hazeu, ’07) and Calvin Doornbos
(’07) announce the birth of Matthias James, born on
May 2, 2007, just in time for his mommy and daddy’s
graduation.
Anne (Hulstein, ’07) Gray has joined Williams &
Co. P.C. as a staff accountant in Sheldon, Iowa.
Jacob and Amanda (Eekhoff, ’08) Hall welcomed
Austin Jacob on May 19, 2007.

ALUMNI STORIES

Real, Redemptive Stories
Kris (Cnossen) Nichols (’97)

N

icole (Van Der Vliet, ’99)
Baart has loved stories ever
since she was a little girl. In
fact, by the time she was four
years old she had already
partially memorized her family’s set of Child
Craft encyclopedias. Her parents, Brian and
Jana Van Der Vliet, could ask her, “Where is
the picture of the little girl with the broken
arm?” Out of the fifteen books she could
pick the exact one, flip to the page without
pausing, and recite some of the surrounding
text from memory.
“My parents read to me constantly from
infancy on,” says Nicole. As a result, she was
very young when she realized that not only
could she read stories, but she could also
write them.
“It was just one of those crazy dreams that
kids get,” says Nicole.
Crazy indeed. This past October, Nicole’s
first novel was published.
As happens with many writers, it took
some years and some real-life plot twists
before she became a published author. She
grew up in Sioux Center, and after graduating
from Unity Christian High School in Orange
City she began attending Dordt College as a
pre-veterinary major. Over the course of her
college years, she changed her major four
times, finally settling on English and Spanish
majors with the intentions of pursuing a high
school teaching job.
“Writing seemed like a pipe dream,” she
says. “It didn’t seem realistic. When I finally
decided on majoring in English, I didn’t
even take the writing emphasis because the
literature emphasis seemed more marketable.”
After graduating in 1999, she taught for
a year at Western Christian High School
in Hull before moving with her husband,
Aaron, to the Vancouver, British Columbia,
area so that he could attend seminary. While
she was there she taught at the Mennonite
Educational Institute, a large high school,
where she started a thriving Spanish program
that dovetailed with the school’s active
worldwide missions program. Her love of
reading and writing never wavered, but as
often happens for those with aspirations to
write, the busyness of everyday life tabled her
plans for a season.
After having son, Isaac, and moving back
to Sioux Center in August of 2004 so her
husband could become the pastor of Bridge
of Hope Ministry, a rapidly growing church
that meets in the public high school theater,
Nicole found she had a way to pursue her
dream. A final seminary stint landed Aaron
in Grand Rapids for fourteen weeks, and
while he was there, he connected with some
folks who put Nicole in touch with Tyndale
House, a popular Christian publisher.
“I hadn’t even written the novel yet,”
says Nicole. “I’d written another novel, but



On the Web

For more information on Nicole Baart,
her books, blogs, and other interests
go to www.nicolebaart.com

“

Our personal

stories aren't
necessarily
beautiful, but I want
to ﬁnd the beauty in
everyday, and I'd love
if my books could do
that.

”

it wasn’t something Tyndale would have
been interested in.” Over the years she’d also
written many poems and short stories, but
this opportunity was going to require that
she produce something completely new. She
wrote fifty pages in three weeks and sent it.
After reading that piece of her work,
a senior acquisitions editor requested
that Nicole send the rest of the story. The
company was interested in publishing her
work, and they waited as she hastily finished
the novel.
The product is the recently released After
the Leaves Fall, a coming-of-age novel about
Julia DeSmit, a young woman growing up in
a small town, wishing she could somehow
start over after experiencing more pain than
many of us will weather in a lifetime.
“In some ways, Julia is my alter-ego,” says
Nicole. “She’s who I might have been had bad
things happened to me instead of good.”
Nicole has just recently finished
negotiating her second contract with Tyndale,
and as a result they will be publishing four
of her novels. The sequel to Leaves, Summer
Snow, is already finished, and Nicole is
currently working on a third novel that is
unrelated to the first two.
“It is incredibly humbling to be in this
position,” she says when asked how she feels
about this whirlwind success.
Nicole never considered that a Christian
publisher like Tyndale might want to publish
her work. Typical “Christian” fiction tends to
follow a formula and almost always provides

its readers with a happy ending. She considers
her writing to be “redemptive, hope-filled
fiction, but never a happily-ever-after
story.” Tyndale has called it “contemporary
fiction,” a genre traditionally left to secular
publishers, but one that Christian companies
are beginning to pursue. This is an exciting
trend for Christian writers and readers alike
because the goal is to produce something that
anyone—Christian or not—will pick up. This
vision is part of a broader idea that shapes
Nicole’s fiction.
“Our personal stories aren’t necessarily
beautiful,” she says. “But I want to find the
beauty in the everyday, and I’d love it if my
books could do that.” If anyone will pick up
these very real, yet very redemptive stories,
then anyone can see the quiet workings of
a God who reaches very imperfect people
in a far-from-fairy-tale real world. It’s an
exciting idea for anyone who has noticed
the space in the world of Christian fiction
that cries out to be filled with something
real.
Nicole is genuinely excited to be
part of this trend, but one question
remains. Nicole is a busy mom and
pastor’s wife. How does she find
time to write novels, and to write them so
quickly?
“It’s very cerebral. It’s always happening in
my head, no matter what I’m actually doing.”
She finds inspiration and ideas everywhere,
even when she’s sitting in church, listening to
Aaron preach.
“Just today I was listening to his sermon,
and suddenly while he was talking he gave
me this character trait I’d been searching for.
It was exactly what I needed for the book.”
Besides writing, other passions dominate
Nicole’s life. She and Aaron have two
sons. Isaac is four, and if you read Nicole’s
blog (www.nicolebaart.com), you’ll have
opportunity to see that he is a light and a
lot of fun. On December 1, 2006, the Baarts
brought home Judah Biruk, their adopted son
from Ethiopia. They were first drawn to the
idea of adopting an Ethiopian child because
of the joy they witnessed in the culture, and
when it comes to infusing their home with
joy, Judah doesn’t disappoint.
When Aaron and Nicole went to Ethiopia
to bring Judah home, yet another plot twist
took place. They got acquainted with Robert
Bimba, the pastor of Abide in the Vine and
head of Christ is Our Hope orphanage in
Monrovia, Liberia. In the course of building
a friendship with him and a commitment to
that orphanage, they have now formed a new
organization called One Body, One Hope.
The goal of this organization is to provide
humanitarian aid, child sponsorships, and
life skills education to children in Liberia.
Fifteen percent of the proceeds from Nicole’s
first two books are going to support Christ
is Our Hope and its goals. A team of people
is now working to put together the vision
for One Body, One Hope, and the Baarts are
excited to see where God will lead in this new
endeavor as well.
Nicole’s current and future novels are
available online through Borders Books,
Barnes and Noble Booksellers, and Amazon.
Canada’s Chapters and Indigo carry them
(www.chapters.indigo.ca). They will also be
featured in many stores, including Christian
booksellers across the U.S. and Canada.

Campus
Capsules
Katy meets
Garrison
The English Department received
this wonderful little saga from
Katy Dekens (‘07), presently on
internship in Chicago.

O

n a rainy October evening,
I found myself in a
bookstore on Michigan Avenue
in Chicago. About sixty fans
were gathered in a small space
overlooking the cityscape, their
wet coats and scarves jumbled
on the backs of their chairs and
Garrison Keillor’s books—from
Lake Wobegon Days to his most
recent book, Pontoon—piled
high on their laps.
Keillor entertained us with
stories from Pontoon, but the
majority of his storytelling that
night revolved not around Lake
Wobegon, but rather, a romantic
and scandalous night in Chicago
in the 80s on a similarly rainy
October night.
After, I lined up to get
an autograph in his new
book, Pontoon, for my mom’s
Christmas present. Somehow,
Keillor was able to make small
talk with every person in line.
“That is real blonde hair, I’m
assuming,” he said to me.
“Of course,” I said (and why
would I lie to Garrison Keillor?).
He asked where I was from.
Alberta. Obviously, our prairie
spirits quickly connected.
“And where did you go to
school, Katy?” he asked.
“A tiny school in Iowa.
Between Sioux City and Sioux
Falls,” I explained.
“Ah. Dordt College?”
“Yes! You know Sioux
Center?” I asked.
“Of course. The high school
students drive up and down
main street–like a parade. Do
they do that in Alberta too?”
For the next couple of
minutes, we argued about the
term for these small parades, and
because of my experiences in
Lethbridge, Alberta, I convinced
him that the term was ‘cruising.’
As I was leaving, I thanked
him, and he smiled and said,
“It was nice to meet you, my
Calvinist Girl.”
Be well, do good work, and
keep in touch.
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7:30 pm

7:30 pm

April 17-19

April 24-26

Dead Man Walking, TePaske Theatre
Dead Man Walking, TePaske Theatre
Dead Man Walking, TePaske Theatre
Fully Committed directed by Senior
Jonathon Shaffstall, New World
Theatre
Proof directed by Senior Justine
Moelker, NWT
The Women of Greece directed by
Senior Melissa Schans, NWT

Non-Proﬁt Org.
U.S. Postage Paid
Permit No. 4
Madelia, MN 56062

BJ Haan Auditorium unless otherwise noted
Jan. 11
7:30 pm
Travelogue: Mandelay
Jan. 17
11:00 am
Convocation, Dr. Sung Soo Kim
Feb. 8
12:30 pm
Travelogue: WWII Tugs of War
7:30 pm
Travelogue: WWII Tugs of War
Feb. 15-16
Alumni Weekend
March 19
8:30 am
Great Plains Math League Contest,
Center for Science and Technology
2:30 pm
Great Plains Math League Contest,
Center for Science and Technology
March 7
7:30 pm
Travelogue: New Zealand
March 13-14
BJ Haan Conference: Literacy
Instruction for a Christian Way of
Being in the World: Reading and
Literature, Campus Center
April 4
7:30 pm
Travelogue: England and Scotland
April 7-12
Justice Week

Campus Activities

Campus Center Gallery unless otherwise noted
Jan 16-Feb. 3
Junior art exhibit, various media
Jan. 19
7:00 pm Reception
Feb. 8-March 2
Invitational Alumni Graphic Design
Exhibit
Feb. 14
4:00 pm Graphic design symposium with
panel discussion by area designers
7:00 pm Evening Presentations (C160)
Feb. 15
7:00 pm Alumni Reception
March-April
Senior art exhibits, variety of 2D and
3D media

Art

EVENTS

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Dordt College
498 Fourth Ave. NE
Sioux Center, IA 51250-1606

BJ Haan Auditorium unless otherwise noted
Jan. 18
7:30 p.m. Orchestra/Jazz Band Home Tour
Concert
Jan. 31
7:30 p.m. NISO Guest Concert: St. Olaf
Orchestra
Feb. 1
7:30 p.m. University of Iowa Saxophone Quartet
Feb. 9
7:30 p.m. NISO Winter Pops Concert
Feb. 15
3:00 p.m. Departmental Recital
Feb. 23
7:30 p.m. NISO Bonus Concert: The Euclid
Quartet
Feb. 28
7:00 p.m. High School String Festival
Feb. 29
3:00 p.m. Jessica Assink, piano;
Elizabeth Walters, violin
March 1
7:30 pm
Kristen Elgersma, lecture/recital:
“Cowell, Crumb, and Company:
Extended Piano Techniques in the
20th Century”
March 8
7:30 p.m. Instrumental Ensembles Concert
March 10
7:30 p.m. Tim Vande Griend, trumpet and voice
March 11
7:00 p.m. Choral Ensembles Concert
March 28
7:30 p.m. Concert Choir Home Tour Concert
April 4
3:00 p.m. Departmental Recital

Music

7:30 pm
7:30 pm
12:00 pm
7:30 pm

Feb. 21-23
Feb. 28-March 1
Feb. 28
April 3-5,

Theatre
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Christian higher education. The Voice is
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Kuyper Scholars
Program draws
enthusiastic students
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Young alumni teach at Kosin University

Promoting
politics on
campus
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